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ON 21 March 1931, a letter appeared in The Times signed by a group of 
public men headed by Lord D’Abernon, and including Lord Crawford, 
Lord Macmillan, Sir Frederic Kenyon, Sir Charles Peers and A. F. Pollard 
the historians, A. W. Pollard the bibliographer, and Sir Robert Witt. They 
stated, what had for some time been felt increasingly in many quarters, ‘the 
need .. . for a society which might render to our national collections of 
literary and historical books and manuscripts the service which is so admir- 
ably rendered to our art collections by the National Art-Collections Fund’. 
They disclosed the fact that the British Museum was willing to house the 
offices of such a society and that it had the blessing of the National Art- 
Collections Fund; and appealed to all sympathizers to help bring it into 
existence. The Times itself accompanied the letter with a leading article in 
support. A further letter on 2 April announced that there would be an 
inaugural meeting on the 21st in the rooms of the British Academy in 
Burlington Gardens; and on the 21st this was duly held with some two 
hundred members who had subscribed a guinea since the original letter had 
appeared. Messages from eminent persons were read, including one from the 
Prime Minister, Mr. Baldwin; Sir Frederic Kenyon, who had just retired as 
Director of the British Museum, was elected Chairman of the Society; and 
other officers and a Committee were chosen. The Friends of the National 
Libraries had got off to a flying start. 

The Society indeed met not only an obvious but an urgent need. Through- 
out the twenties a steadily increasing stream of important books and manu- 
scripts had been leaving Britain, bound mostly for the United States. The 
annual grants on which the National Collections subsisted were proving 
quite inadequate to check the process, and local or particular collections 
were not then so ready as they are now to enter the lists when required. A 
body of private subscribers would thus provide a fund with which the public 
institutions could hope to supplement their own revenues in special cases. It 
might also hope to perform an equally necessary task, in stimulating among 
the educated reading public a more alert sense of the importance of retaining 
in their own country the many and varied treasures, often irreplaceable, 
which were so rapidly disappearing overseas. 

These objects were defined in the Society’s constitution, which governs its 
activities today: 


“The primary object of the Society shall be to promote the acquisition by 
the National Libraries of printed books and manuscripts of historical, literary 
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or archaeological importance. Where a book or manuscript has artistic as 
well as historical value, the Society will be ready to co-operate with the 
National Art-Collections Fund or otherwise contribute towards its acquisi- 
tion, but normally objects whose importance is mainly artistic will lic 
outside the Society's scope. The Society shall also have power to lend its 
assistance in advancing the interests of the National Libraries in any other 
way which may be thought desirable. 

“The expression “ National Librarics” is understood primarily to mean the 
British Museum, and the National Libraries of Scotland and Wales; but the 
Society will be free, as occasion arises, to assist also University, Municipal and 
other libraries or to secure printed books or manuscripts which have special 
interest for them. 

‘The Society will be prepared to assist in procuring photographic repro- 
ductions of books or papers of which the originals have left or are likely to 
leave the country, or of which for some reasons it is thought desirable that 
reproductions should be made. 

‘The Society will endeavour to promote the above-mentioned objects 
(a) by contributions from its own funds, (b) by a special appeal in special 
cases, (c) by encouraging and acting as intermediary for gifts, bequests and 
purchases.’ 

The Friends have now pursued these ends by these means for twenty years. 
It has not been an easy period. In 1931 the economic barometer seemed set to 
‘Fair’. By 1934 it had settled within the limits of ‘Unsettled’ and ‘Stormy’, 
in which it has since remained. But voluntary societies are surprisingly hardy 
creatures, and despite the slump in 1933 and the growing tension thereafter, 
the members and the activities of the Friends steadily if slowly increased: 
from 500 members and an income of some £900 in 1932, to 623 and an 
income of £1,130 in 1936, and while declining to 604 members in 1939, 
increasing to an income of £1,250 in the same year. Within that period many 
notable acquisitions were made. The first year was particularly fortunate, as 
first years are apt to be. One thousand pounds was raised by special appeal for 
the purchase outright for the British Museum of a large collection of books 
and documents, once the property of the celebrated Bishop Percy of the 
Reliques. This included the famous copy of Speght’s Chaucer, with Gabriel 
Harvey’s contemporary criticism of Shakespeare (from which a new date for 
Hamlet could be deduced), a letter from Dr. Johnson, and the most important 
single group of documents by and concerning Oliver Goldsmith. In the 
same year, the Society acquired an unpublished letter from David Hume for 
the National Library of Scotland, two largely unpublished letters from John 
Wesley and an interesting series of Sheridan papers for the British Museum, 
and more than a hundred printed books, some rare but all hitherto lacking 
from the appropriate collections, for the National Libraries of Scotland and 
Wales, the British Museum (Natural History) in South Kensington, Bodley’s 
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Library at Oxford, the University Libraries at Cambridge and Leeds, Trinity 
College in Dublin, the Public Libraries at Birmingham and Newcastle upon 
Tyne, the Society of Genealogists and the London Museum. 

‘Some of these gifts were purchased outright by the Friends, to others they 
contributed in part, while others again were presented through them by 
members. The first year’s acquisitions thus illustrated both the variety and 
the methods of the Society's work. 

Other notable acquisitions followed throughout the thirties: the Paston 
letters, the Earnock collection of manuscripts relating to the publication of 
Burns’s poems, the manuscripts of Trollope’s autobiography, of Flecker’s 
Don Juan and of Wilfred Owen’s poems; letters of Rossetti, T. H. Huxley and 
Sir Thomas Lawrence; documents of local history for Northamptonshire, 
Shropshire and Cardiff; eleven leaves of an eighth-century Northumbrian 
Bible; some incunabula and unknown sixteenth-century poems; some of Sir 
Christopher Wren’s drawings for St. Paul’s and Sir Charles Barry’s for the 
Palace of Westminster; and not least the Codex Sinaiticus to which the 
Society subscribed, by special appeal, some £2,000. But such examples, 
while giving an idea of the scope of the Friends’ activities, may perhaps con- 
vey a false impression of a Society interested mainly in the exceptional and 
expensive book or manuscript, in the “plums’ which by themselves easily 
become indigestible. This has not been the case. Most of the acquisitions have 
been modest, and many of apparently minor importance. Nevertheless they 
have filled a gap, or preserved a small collection for the relevant library; and 
in the long run such work is undoubtedly more important than the acquisi- 
tion of a few spectacular items, although the latter may appear more exciting 
and their significance may be easier to convey. 

By 1939, the Friends were firmly established and recognized, and the 
Annual Report for that year was the fullest since their foundation. But in the 
next six years they mz ide few purchases of importance, for the Committee 
decided early in the war—as was clearly wise—to ‘conserve the funds against 
the day of reconstruction’. Few books and manuscripts of interest were 
coming into the market, museums and libraries were themselves dis- 
organized, and the Society’s resources were moreover steadily shrinking as 
members were killed or resigned, or became increasingly hard to trace. 

The Society—at this time, it should be noted, run ‘single-handed, in the 
intervals of other business, by the Honorary Secretary of the day—therefore 
modified its activities, and acted mainly as a distribution centre on a small 
scale for those wishing to dispose of books which they no longer had the 
wish or the facilities to keep. As more libraries were damaged or destroyed, it 
also became one of the clearing houses for the gifts which were made to 
replace some of the losses. By the end of the war it had distributed some 
thousands of volumes in this way, while accumulating a reserve of £400 with 
which to resume its former activities as soon as it was required to do so. 
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The Society in 1945 was thus in as good shape as could be expected, and 
had indeed survived remarkably well. But inevitably it faced a further period 
of difficulty. There were now only 344 members, instead of the 553 of 1940; 
and in the circumstances it could scarcely expect to attract many more. 
Moreover, while funds had shrunk, prices in general were rising, and owners 
were selling their possessions at an ever-increasing rate. National and local 
collections were faced with urgent commitments, particularly as large series 
of family papers began again to come up for sale. The Friends of the National 
Libraries were thus called on to help more than ever before, when instead 
they could only help less. 

This unfortunately is still the position, as indeed it must be until many more 
members can be obtained. But the six years since the end of the war have 
seen a gradual improvement. The 344 members of 1945 have grown to some 
480 today, and the Society’s annual income has increased in the same period 
from £650 to £880. Several notable acquisitions have been made, apart from 
the constant distribution of small gifts and purchases which fill the gaps and 
replace the losses in even the greatest collections; and the number of libraries 
which the Friends have helped since 1931 now amounts to over one hundred. 
Since 1939, more interesting acquisitions have been made: the Bohun Psalter 
and the Sherborne Cartulary; letters from Livingstone in Africa between 
1863 and 1865; large collections of rare works of English and early American 
Puritans; the manuscript of “Home, Sweet Home’; King Charles I’s letters 
in cypher, while a prisoner at Carisbrooke in 1648; more incunabula, and 
early editions of music. In 1951 itself, the Friends have so far helped to 
restore to Durham cathedral the Durham Chronicles, containing valuable 
medieval accounts of the Diocese which were removed from the Chapter 
Library in the sixteenth century and passed to Matthew Parker; they have 
purchased for the British Museum the only known copy of the first French 
atlas of Jean le Clerc, published in 1619; and have contributed towards the 
purchase for the John Rylands Library in Manchester of the second edition of 
Sir Thomas More’s A Supplycacyon for Soules, which was missing from its 
collection of his work. Many of these and the earlier acquisitions will, it is 
hoped, soon be seen in the King’s Library at the British Museum, where the 
Society will hold an exhibition to commemorate its twentieth anniversary 
and to illustrate its work. 

This has, I hope, given an idea of the Friends’ activities and fortunes in the 
past. What of the present and the future? The objects of the Society are still 
those defined in 1931, except that it seldom undertakes the photographic 
reproductions of originals, which in any case now is amply covered by other 
bodies and for which there were never many funds. But of course the em- 
phasis constantly shifts with the conditions of the time. There seem to be two 
great dangers at present: first, that National Collections, working in the 
shadow of strict economy, are being forced increasingly to confine their 
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attention to absolute essentials, and thus to rely more and more on private 
support for the rest; secondly, that small institutions and private owners are 
being led to disperse their papers in the saleroom so as to raise money. Both 
these dangers lead the Friends to work in the same way; for both not only 
place a greater burden upon them than before, making outright purchase im- 
possible in most cases, but also make it highly desirable for the Collections 
themselves to be stimulated to acquire books and manuscripts which they 
might otherwise despair of buying. 

This applies particularly in the case of private archives. The familiar type 
of assistance at a late stage is here of no avail; for by the time that the docu- 
ments have reached the saleroom the damage has been done. The Society’s 
interest in such cases is in prevention rather than in salvage; and it therefore 
tries where possible to stimulate acquisition at an early stage, by offering even 
a small contribution which may lead the appropriate Collection to make 
efforts to raise the rest. 

The same method is often valuable in the case of an individual item, which 
under present conditions cannot be considered essential to a given collection 
and which might thus be allowed to leave the country despite its importance. 
A partial contribution from the Friends again may stimulate a hope and an 
interest which would otherwise lack focus. It must be stressed, however, that 
the Society does not try—and indeed this has proved to be its strength—to 
recommend particular acquisitions to particular Collections, but waits until 
it is approached by them at however early a stage. 

If this policy of financial stimulation is to become effective—and with so 
many claims on a moderate income it seems to have no alternative—the work 
of the Friends must be more widely known than it is at present. The word 
‘National’ has always been interpreted as widely as possible, but although 
many gifts were made to local bodies before the war the emphasis then fell 
naturally on the great libraries. But now that local collections are receiving 
greater attention, and are staking new claims, they should able to benefit 
more than they have done in the past from the private support which the 
Society enlists. As private archives continue to come on the market, it is 
possible, and certainly most desirable, that the existence of the Friends will be 
better known, and such help as they can give enlisted. 

Meanwhile the Society continues in its quest for members; for a total of 
under $00, or even 660 at its height, cannot be considered reasonable for a 
country with some of the greatest libraries in the world. Members of course 
join for the sake of supporting the Society, and not for the benefits which 
they may receive; but it may be appropriate to mention such benefits in a 
general survey of its activities. For a minimum subscription of one guinea, 
members at present receive a copy of the illustrated Annual Report, with 
descriptions of the year’s acquisitions; an automatic recommendation from 
the Society for a reader’s ticket in the three National Libraries, and in various 
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other collections, whenever this may be required; a copy of each issue of the 
British Museum Quarterly at a reduced rate; and—not least—periodic invita- 
tions to visit libraries throughout the country. Four or five visits are paid each 
year. In the past they have included the Royal Library of Windsor, the 
libraries of the House of Lords, Westminster Abbey, Eton and Winchester 
Colleges, the Royal College of Surgeons, Durham and St. Paul’s Cathedrals, 
the College of Arms, Bodley’s Library and Christ Church at Oxford, the 
University Library and the Pepysian Library at Cambridge, etc. 

We hope where possible to extend the benefits of membership in the 
future; and in particular to provide in the coming winter the first of an 
annual series of lectures on the great Collections of the country, to be given 
to members by a recognized authority and possibly to be printed thereafter. 
The Society, indeed, is again as active, if not as strong as before; and while 
it would be idle to expect a sudden marked increase in its members, there is 
reason to hope, when its work in the past is reviewed, that the present slow 
but steady growth will enable it to give valuable help in the future to all 
libraries and Collections of national interest, at a period when such help will 
clearly be indispensable. 

If any reader should wish to know more about the Society, his inquiries 
will be welcomed by the Hon. Secretary, Friends of the National Libraries, 


c/o British Museum, London, W.C.1. 


Mr. John Ehrman acts as Secretary of the Friends of the National Libraries in his spare time. 
A Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, he is at present writing one of the volumes of the 
Official History of the Second World War. 





The opinions expressed throughout British Book News are the contributors’ 
and not necessarily those of the British Council. 
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GENERAL WORKS 
Bibliography 
WHITAKER’S CUMULATIVE BOOK LIST. Part cvi, January to 
December, 1950. Whitaker, 27s. 6d. sC4. 486 pages. Index. 


A list of the books published in Great Britain in 1950. The first section is a classified 
list, the books being arranged alphabetically under authors’ names in each subject. In 
the second section the books are arranged in one alphabetical list under author and 
title. Details include author, title, subtitle, size, number of pages and illustrations, price, 
month of publication, and a general subject classification. Statistics of British book 
production in 1950, and a list of British publishers, with addresses, are also given. 
(015.42) 
BIBLIOGRAPHY OF BRITISH HISTORY: THE EIGHTEENTH 
CENTURY, 1714-1789. Edited by Stanley Pargellis and D. J. Medley. Oxford 
University Press, 42s. R8. 668 pages. Index. 
This valuable book (issued under the direction of the American Historical Association 
and the Royal Historical Society of Great Britain) lists 4,558 main entries for contem- 
porary and modern works; a further 8,000 are cited in the notes. The work of many 
British and American scholars, the volume offers a systematic survey of the most 
important materials on eighteenth-century Britain and its colonial possessions, on all 
aspects of its history and civilization. There are also sections on general reference 
works, on local history and on the Historical Manuscripts Commission Reports. 
(016.94207) 
Library Economy 
THE REFERENCE LIBRARIAN IN UNIVERSITY, MUNICIPAL 
AND SPECIALISED LIBRARIES. Edited by James D. Stewart. Grafton, 
25s. D8. 288 pages. 
The editor suggests that ‘reference work’ may be broadly and simply defined as 
‘helping people to get what they want from libraries’, and the work of the reference 
librarian is here dealt with from various points of view by specialists in particular 
fields. Between them, they cover reference work in university, municipal, commercial, 
scientific and technical, medical and newspaper libraries. The final chapter is a select 
bibliography of essential books for the reference library. (025.5) 


General Collected Essays 
THE TIMES WE LIVE IN. 24 B.B.C. Talks. Chosen by Enid Moodie 
Heddle. Longmans, Green (Melbourne, Australia, and London), 11s. D8. 146 pages. 
Bibliography. 
Men of distinction in many fields are represented in this anthology of talks delivered 
between 1948 and 1950. It includes Arnold Toynbee’s thoughts on the future of civili- 
zation, and Compton Mackenzie’s on the survival of democracy. Bertrand Russell 
speaks on ‘Science as the Product of Western Europe’, and Professor E. R. G. Taylor 
on ‘The Menace of Monstrous Cities’. Alan Pryce-Jones’s talk is “Broadcasting and 
Literature’, and Salvador de Madariaga discusses leisure and the Englishman. The Rt. 
Rev. E. H. Burgmann, Bishop of Canberra and Goulburn, and Professor K. C. 
Wheare, Gladstone Professor of Government and Public Administration, University 
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of Oxford, are Australians represented in this select company. The talks are grouped 
under three headings: ‘Civilization’, “Science and Society’ and ‘The Taste of Life’, 
and Miss Moodie Heddle has added an introduction, biographical notes on the authors, 
and a reading list. (042) 
OUR WAY OF LIFE. Twelve Aspects of the British Heritage, by the Bishop of 
London, the Lord Chancellor, F. W. Lascelles, Lord Oaksey, Lord Chatfield, the 
Very Rev. R. H. Malden, Canon Adam Fox, Sir George Dyson, Le Roux Smith le 
Roux, L. F. Easterbrook, Major Anthony Buxton and Neville Cardus. Country 
Life, 15s. M8. 152 pages. 36 illustrations. 
Religion, Government, Justice, Cathedrals, Maritime Affairs, Poetry, Music, Painting, 
Agriculture, Wild Life and Cricket are the subjects covered in brief essays by. eminent 
authorities. Some are brilliant and all are sound. The book is a valuable and well- 
produced conspectus of the British way of life. It would have been even better with an 
index. (042) 


PHILOSOPHY 


RADHAKRISHNAN. Comparative Studies in Philosophy presented in Honour 
of His Sixtieth Birthday. Allen & Unwin, 25s. D8. 408 pages. Frontispiece. Biblio- 
graphy. 

This symposium of twenty-one essays, by philosophers of East and West, is devoted 

mainly to the theme of mutual understanding between East and West. Radhakrishnan 

has long been known ‘as a liaison officer between East and West’ and these essays are a 

contribution towards the growth of a world community rooted in a synthesis of the 

two ways of life. Such a synthesis depends as much upon a thorough study of the 
differences in Eastern and Western methods of thought as upon their similarities and 
these are both clearly demonstrated in essays on Western philosophy, Confucianism, 

and Buddhism. A useful list of works by and about Radhakrishnan isincluded. (104) 


THE WORKS OF GEORGE BERKELEY, BISHOP OF CLOYNE. 
Edited by A. A. Luce and T. E. Jessop. VOLUME FOUR, edited by A. A. Luce. 
Nelson, 30s. R8. 272 pages. 

George Berkeley (1685-1753), the Irish philosopher and bishop, was famous in his 

day for his Principles of Human Knowledge (1710), in which he enunciated that ‘the 

essence of all reality is its being perceived’. In this fourth volume of his works he 
examines the further implications of his doctrine in two essays, De Motu, discussing 

Motion without Matter, and Of Infinites. In three other papers he maintains that 

religious scepticism cannot be justified by a mathematical repudiation of religious 

mysteries. In two other papers, however, he shows, probably of set purpose, that he 
is neither scornful nor ignorant of mathematical studies. Four short descriptive essays 
on Natural History conclude this volume, which is remarkable for the care, thorough- 

ness and scholarship with which it is edited. (192.3) 


RELIGION [AND THEOLOGY] 

THE OLD TESTAMENT TEXT AND VERSIONS. The Hebrew Text 
in Transmission and the History of the Ancient Versions. Bleddyn J. Roberts. 
University of Wales Press (Cardiff), 21s. D8. 341 pages. Bibliography. Indexes. 

What is known as the textual criticism of the Old Testament aims at restoring as 

nearly as possible the form of the books as they left the hands of the writers or editors. 

The available materials comprise manuscripts of the Hebrew text, translations from 

the Hebrew made at different times and commonly called versions together with 
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quotations and references in writings that can be dated. It is the author’s belief that the 
time is ripe for a reconsideration of the whole subject particularly in view of such 
recent discoveries as the Jerusalem or Dead Sea Scrolls (1947) and the contents of the 
Cairo Genizah. Further, the various influences which have determined the growth of 
the text—grammatical, theological, liturgical—need to be explored and the nature and 
history of the versions reassessed. Part I deals with the Hebrew Bible and a detailed 
account is given of the Scribes and their successors, the Massoretes who sought to 
fix the text and to lay down rules for its reading and interpretation. Part II is con- 
cerned with the Septuagint—the translation of the Old Testament into Greek made in 
the third and second centuries B.c. In the remaining sections we have a critical survey 
of translations based mainly on the Hebrew text and the Septuagint, the Latin 
translations and the Arabic versions. The author is the Senior Lecturer in Biblical His- 
tory and Literature, University College, Bangor, and his erudition is matched by sound 


judgment and by a gift of exposition. A comprehensive bibliography adds to the 


usefulness of a volume which deserves to become a standard text-book. (221.4) 


F. D. MAURICE AND THE CONFLICTS OF MODERN THEO- 
LOGY. The Maurice Lectures, 1948. Arthur Michael Ramsay. Cambridge Univer- 
sity Press, 10s.6d. C8. 118 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

The Regius Professor of Divinity in the University of Cambridge here carries forward 

the reassessment of the work of Maurice which is a feature of contemporary theology. 

The method is to select salient themes from the books and controversies in which the 

thought of Maurice was expressed, and to draw out their implications in a final chapter, 

‘Maurice then and now’. This is a penetrating and often profound diagnosis and per- 

haps the best among many recent books about the great Anglican theologian who was 

the mainspring of the Christian Socialist movement. (230) 


MORALS AND REVELATION. H. D. Lewis. Allen & Unwin, 16s. D8. 
258 pages. Index. 
A volume of reprinted papers from the Professor of Philosophy in University College, 
Bangor. Each essay is self-contained, but the book as a whole treats a developed theme 
of philosophic assessment of current theological and ethical problems. Within the 
confines of Professor Lewis’s own categories of appraisement, the variety of subjects 
dealt with is astonishing, and ranges from a review of Brunner’s Reason and Revelation 
to the practical issue of “Collective Guilt’ and to the problems raised by art and by 
poetic truth, (230.4) 


THE MONASTIC CONSTITUTIONS OF LANFRANC. Translated 
from the Latin with Introduction and Notes by David Knowles. Nelson, 15s. M8. 
348 pages. Bibliography. Index. (Nelson’s Mediaeval Classics) 

This valuable addition to an important series is one which gives ‘the fullest and most 

methodical account known to exist of the life lived by English monks in the period 

immediately following the Norman Conquest’. Edited with a scholarly introduction 
by the Professor of Medieval History in the University of Cambridge, it gives the 

Latin text and English translation side by side, with an adequate critical apparatus and 

notes. Of special value is the list of books for further reference. (271) 


THE EPISCOPAL COLLEAGUES OF ARCHBISHOP THOMAS 
BECKET. The Ford Lectures in the University of Oxford, 1949. David Knowles. 
Cambridge University Press, 128.6d. C8. 198 pages. Index. 

The Professor of Medieval History in the University of Cambridge illuminates the 

background of the murder of St. Thomas by expounding the careers and individual 
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and corporate actions of the contemporary episcopate. The learning is impeccable, and 
the book is a fine example of historical method scientifically employed on a small 
cross-section of history, without ever losing sight of the great issues confronting 
medieval Christendom, and which magically contrives to bring drama and movement 
to a narrative which might casily have been interrupted and disconnected. (274.2031) 


THE REFORMATION IN ENGLAND. Vol. L ‘THE KING’S PRO- 
CEEDINGS’. Philip Hughes. Hollis & Carter, 42s. R8. 425 pages. 31 plates includ- 
ing portraits and facsimiles. 7 maps. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

The first of a new two-volume history which will trace the history of the Catholic 

Church through a period of seventy-five years and through an England in social 

revolution. Father Hughes writes from a Catholic point of view but sets out the 

opposing arguments ‘airly. He has based his work on original sources while taking into 
account the many specialized studies that have recently been published. Part I covers 

the social and economic changes, foreign policy, Catholic life and thought from 1517 

to 1540. Part II deals with the assertion of the Royal Supremacy over the Church of 

England, so that the Church became royal rather than papal, national and protestant, 

rather than catholic. When complete, this work may prove to be the fullest treatment 

of the subject since the work of James Gairdner. (274.205) 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 
Political Science 
ASPECTS OF AMERICAN GOVERNMENT. A Symposium edited by 
Sydney D. Bailey. Hansard Society, 6s. C8. 207 pages. Bibliography. Index. 


Selected from contributions to a special issue of the Hansard Society’s quarterly 
journal Parliamentary Affairs in 1949, the articles here assembled afford to both the 
general reader and to students a comprehensive, concise and lucid means to an under- 
standing of the complex American governmental machine. The eighteen papers 
describe the main features of the structure of government and analyse some of the 
political techniques practised. Although most of the authors are political scientists, they 
include also a member of the executive branch of the American Government, a 
Supreme Court Justice, a Senator, and a Member of the House of Representatives. 
Two British contributors are the late Professor Harold J. Laski, who has written on 
The Presidency, and Professor D. W. Brogan, who deals with The Wayward Child: 
Congress. (320.973) 


DOCUMENTS ON GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY, 1918-1945. 
Series D. Vol. II]. GERMANY AND THE SPANISH CIVIL WAR. 
From the Archives of the German Foreign Ministry. H. M. Stationery Office, 255. 
R8. 1,048 pages. 

The documents have been selected by British, French and United States editors acting 

jointly. They make clear the German attitude towards the revolt against the Spanish 

Government by certain generals, pass on to Franco’s appeal to Hitler for assistance and 

Hitler’s reply; they also describe the organization for the exchange of German mili- 

tary supplies for Spanish raw-material concessions; the beginnings of German military 

aid to the Franco régime, the recognition of that government by Germany and 
proposals for securing the non-intervention of the powers in the Spanish conflict. 

Further documents deal with the alleged attacks of German naval vessels off the coasts 

of Spain and the Nyon Conference: and German efforts to obtain repayment for 


assistance. (327.4300046) 
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Economics 
CYCLICAL MOVEMENTS IN THE BALANCE OF PAYMENTS. 
Tse Chun Chang. Cambridge University Press, 18s. D8. 234 pages. 28 figures. Index 


The balance of payments situation is here discussed in relation to five types of country. 
Great Britain and the United States are chosen to represent the highly industrialized 
type with an adverse and a credit balance, respectively, Sweden represents the less 
industrialized type, Australia the purely agricultural and Chile the mining type. The 
author shows, on the basis of statistics for the period 1924-38, the pattern of cyclical 
behaviour peculiar to each, and suggests an explanation for the general nature of the 
process towards equilibrium. The study was carried out with the help of a scholarship 
awarded by the British Council. (330.151) 


SOUTHERN AND NORTHERN RHODESIA AND NYASALAND. 
Board of Trade: Commercial Relations and Exports Department. H.M. Stationery 
Office, 2s.6d. sR8. 96 pages. Paper bound. (Overseas Economic Surveys) 


During the war these three countries engaged in a number of new industries and 
underwent a variety of changes in their economic life. The last report in this series was 
published in 1939; the present one deals with the most important changes since that 
time, with special reference to Great Britain’s prospects of trade within the area. 
Detailed financial and commercial statistics are given in appendices. (330.9689) 


THE CONDITIONS OF ECONOMIC PROGRESS. Colin Clark. 
2nd edition. Macmillan, 50s. D8. 599 pages. Diagrams. Index. 


The immense amount of new writings on economics since 1940, when the first 
edition of this work appeared, has led the author to revise it completely. It is a study 
of the factors which determine economic prosperity, and is based on detailed statistics 
relating to national income, industrial productivity, the distribution of labour, capital 
resources, and distribution of income in each of the principal countries. The author is 
Under-Secretary of State for Labour and Industry, Queensland, and was formerly 
University Lecturer in Statistics at Cambridge. (338) 


NATIONAL FARM SURVEY OF ENGLAND AND WALES 
(1941-1943). A Summary Report. Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. Reprint. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 3s. SR8. 116 pages. 6 maps. Tables. Paper bound. 


The data here summarized was intended as a basis for increased food production; its 
present value is as a permanent record of all the facts and figures relating to farming 
in England and Wales—a cross-section of the entire industry taken at a moment of 
time. It contains a mine of information, capable of being worked for many years, on 
the capacities of farmers and their farms. (338.10942) 


INDUSTRIAL FIBRES. A Summary of Figures of Production, Trade and 
Consumption relating to Cotton, Wool, Silk, Flax, Jute, Hemp, Mohair, Coir and 
Rayon. Commonwealth Economic Committee. H.M. Stationery Office, 5s. sC4. 
163 pages. Paper bound. 


This second post-war issue of this series, which was formerly published annually, 
includes statistics covering the war and post-war years up to 1949-50. The information 
relates to the countries of the British Commonwealth and the principal foreign 
countries. (338.1735) 
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Law 


INTERNATIONAL LAW THROUGH THE CASES. L. C. Green. 
Stevens & Sons, 75s. R8. 941 pages. Index. 


The growing importance of the inductive approach to Public International Law 
makes it desirable that judicial decisions in the official reports of international agencies 
and national courts should be readily available. This case-book (issued under the 
auspices of the London Institute of World Affairs) makes this possible. Arranged as a 
companion volume to Dr. Schwarzenberger’s Manual of International Law (2nd edition 
1950), there are seven main parts: the foundations of international law, international 
personality, State jurisdiction, objects of international law, international transactions, 
war and neutrality, and the law of international institutions. Extracts are given from 
209 judgments. Mr. Green is a lecturer in international law and relations, University 
College, London. (341) 


CROWN, COMMUNITY AND PARLIAMENT IN THE LATER 
MIDDLE AGES. Gaillard T. Lapsley. Edited by Helen Cam and Geoffrey 
Barraclough. Blackwell (Oxford), 25s. D8. 436 pages. Index. (Studies in Mediaeval 
History) 

Nine essays on English constitutional history by the late Dr. Lapsley (which have 

appeared at different times in various journals) are gathered together in this posthu- 

mous volume edited by two of his Cambridge colleagues. The work deals with 
various aspects of medieval legal theory and constitutional development and contains 
the essay on the parliamentary title of Henry IV. A valuable contribution to medieval 
studies by one of the foremost constitutional historians of the past fifty years. 
(342.420033) 


Administration: Civil Service 
THE CIVIL SERVICE TODAY.T.A. Critchley. Introduction by the Rt. Hon. 
the Lord Beveridge. Gollancz, 12s.6d. D8. 150 pages. Index. 


Two main aspects are here considered—the Civil Service as part of the British Con- 
stitution and as the daily work of hundreds of thousands of employees. The author, 
who is himself a civil servant, describes the changes in the structure and organization 
of the service which were brought about by the war. He describes the methods of 
staff recruitment and training and the conditions of service, and shows the relation- 
ships of the Civil Service with both Parliament and the general public. After pointing 
out the dangers of the central planning so widely advocated for the service he suggests 
possible lines of reform. (351.1) 


Education 
EDUCATION IN A CHANGING WORLD. A Symposium, edited by 
C. H. Dobinson. Oxford University Press, 12s.6d. D8. 153 pages. 


The views of eight distinguished educationists—C. R. Morris, R. W. Revans, L. L. 
Kandel, J. F. Wolfenden, Sir John Maud, Rex Knight, L. A. Reid and C. H. Dobinson 
—on trends and objectives in education today, based on lectures given in the Uni- 
versity of Oxford in 1949-50. The editor is Reader in Education in the University of 


Oxford. (370.4) 
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SCHOOLS, 1951. The most complete directory of the schools in Great Britain 
nd Northern Ireland, arranged in order of their counties and towns; including 
statistical information regarding recognised Public Schools for boys and a supple- 
mentary list of schools on the Continent. 28th edition. Truman & Knightley, 6s. C8. 
740 pages. Illustrations. Indexes. 


This annual publication provides, in addition to the directory of schools, particulars 
of fees, number of pupils, religious teaching, and bursaries and exhibitions available 
at boys’ and girls’ schools. A section is devoted to the displayed advertisements of 
many of the schools in the directory, subdivided under such headings as Roman 
Catholic schools and convents, nautical training colleges, secretarial training colleges, 
schools offering all branches of domestic science and housewifery, vocational training 
colleges, etc. There is an index of Principals’ names and another of schools whose dis- 
played announcements appear. (370.58) 


LANDMARKS IN THE HISTORY OF EDUCATION. English Educa- 
tion as part of the European Tradition. T. L. Jarman. Cresset Press, 18s. D8. 
332 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

The author first outlines the educational methods and ideals of classical times and 

shows the Christian Church building a new medieval culture from the wreckage of 

classical civilization. He then describes the rise and function of the Universities, the 

English Public Schools and Grammar Schools. The impact of the Renaissance and 

religious controversies on education is dealt with, and gradual educational reform 

traced from the influence of Bacon and Rousseau. National systems of education are 
seen emerging from the influence of the French reformers and the social results of the 

Industrial Revolution. Attention is given to the organization of such systems in 

Britain and Europe down to 1902. The final chapter outlines educational progress and 

ideals in Britain, Europe and America since 1914. Details of the life of students, their 

curricula and books are among the many good features of this praiseworthy book. 
(370.942) 

PUPPETRY IN SCHOOLS. E. Francis Saunders. Pitman, 8s.6d. D8. 118 pages. 
g plates. 90 figures. Index. 

Written to help teachers who are considering the introduction of puppetry in their 

schools, this useful book concerns not only the making and manipulation of puppets 

but also demonstrates the value of puppetry throughout the school curriculum as a 

practical teaching aid, and not merely as a play activity. (371.3325) 


READING ABILITY. Some suggestions for helping the backward. Ministry of 


Education. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.6d. L.Post 8. 51 pages. Paper bound. 


In 1947, a small committee of experts was set up at the request of the Minister of 
Education to discover how far children’s ability to read had been affected by the war, 
and to make any suggestions which would be likely to be of help to teachers in re- 
covering the lost ground. The ability to read of pupils of eleven and fifteen years was 
found, on the average, to be behind that of their fellows of ten years earlier by twelve 
and twenty-two months respectively. This pamphlet contains the observations and 
suggestions of the committee, with the findings of their investigation into post-war 
reading ability given in an appendix. (372.4) 


RED BRICK UNIVERSITY. Bruce Truscot. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. sC8. 
384 pages. Paper bound. (Pelican Books) 


A revised edition of a book which was published in 1943, together with the major 
part of its sequel which followed in 1945, Red Brick and These Vital Days. It offers a 
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critical discussion of the working of a modern ‘civic’ university, and describes its 
history, analyses its achievements and outlines a programme for its future. (378) 


Commerce 

JAPAN: REVIEW OF COMMERCIAL CONDITIONS, APRIL, 
1950. Board of Trade. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s. L.Post 8. 31 pages. Map. Paper 
bound. 

Besides outlining the present trading situation of Japan this booklet provides back- 

ground information regarding such matters as transport facilities, natural resources, 

and currency and banking. A section of general information for business men visiting 

Japan gives hints on entry and exit formalities, accommodation, travel and clothing, 

with notes on United Kingdom commercial representation and the United Kingdom 

Chamber of Commerce. (380.952) 


Social Customs 
SEASIDE ENGLAND. Ruth Manning-Sanders. Batsford, 15s. D8. 159 pages. 
69 illustrations. Index. 

The author has not attempted a serious sociological study, her aim being chiefly to 
entertain. She does, however, relate concisely the ways by which Brighton, Southend, 
Bournemouth, Blackpool and other leading holiday resorts attained’ success. She 
portrays the changes in holiday-makers and their habits over the last two centuries. 
The drinking of sea-water, in imitation of the spas; the activities of the ‘dippers’; the 
bathing-costume controversy, and the holiday camp, are among the themes treated 
with humour and tolerance and enlivened with apt extracts from contemporary 
writers. The illustrations include sketches by Whistler, Caldecott, and Leech. (394.26) 


PHILOLOGY 


A HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. Albert C. Baugh. 
Routledge & Kegan Paul, 28s. D8. 523 pages. 4 illustrations. $ maps. Index. 
Intended primarily for university students, this book by the Professor of English in 
the University of Pennsylvania begins with a chapter on the present position of 
English and its likelihood of becoming a world language. Then, after a brief survey of 
the Indo-European languages, it deals with the successive phases in the development 
of the English language—Old English, the Norman Conquest (1066-1200), the 
Re-establishment of English (1200-1500), Middle English, the Renaissance (1500-1650), 
the Appeal to Authority (1650-1800) and the Nineteenth Century and After. Professor 
Baugh puts the main emphasis on the historical events and processes which have 
moulded the language; he is thus chiefly interested in the growth of the vocabulary, 
while sounds, inflections and syntax take a subordinate place. The final chapter treats 
of the English language in America. Bibliographies attached to each chapter add to the 
usefulness of this well-planned book, which is likely to become an accepted university 
text-book. It is also to be commended to the general reader. (420.9) 


PURE SCIENCE 
History of Science 
A CENTURY OF SCIENCE. H. Dingle. Hutchinson, 15s. D8. 348 pages. 
Illustrations. Plate. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 
Twenty chapters, each by an acknowledged expert, deal with the different branches of 
science, setting out in outline our present knowledge and comparing it with the state 
of knowledge in 1851. The subject-matter is confined to the more or less pure sciences, 
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technology being dealt with in a companion volume (A Century of Technology, edited 
by P. Dunsheath). The biological sciences have been dealt with as fully as the physical 
sciences, so giving a well-balanced book. Mathematics is used. The style varies from 
author to author, but is generally aimed at a wide public. The scientist, however, will 
find the book a useful summary of those fields in which he does not work himself. 
(509) 
THE GROWTH OF PHYSICAL SCIENCE. Sir James Jeans. 2nd edition. 
Cambridge University Press, 15s. \C8. 374 pages. Frontispiece. 13 plates. 39 text 
figures. Index. 
Errors of date and name which appeared in the first edition (1949) have now been 
rectified, whilst in a few instances rewording of the text has been carried out either to 
incorporate fresh information or to amplify existing statements. These alterations are 
mainly confined to the last three chapters of the book; they have been effected with a 
minimum of resetting so that the present work remains substantially as Jeans wrote it. 
Historians of science will approve the omission from this new edition of any reference 
to Sir Humphry Davy in connection with the overthrow of the caloric theory. (509) 


SCIENTIFIC THOUGHT IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY. An 
Authoritative Account of Fifty Years’ Progress in Science. Edited by Professor 
A. E. Heath. Watts, 42s. D8. 404 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

In thisnew symposium the twentieth century is regarded as an age whose distinguishing 

mark is ‘the growing-up of discovery’. The contributors, some of whom have played 

a noteworthy part in the achievements they describe, are concerned not only with the 

content of discovery but also with the methods which have helped so greatly to in- 

crease the rate of discovery in recent decades. The articles cover the fields of the 
philosophy of science, statistics (Professor R. A. Fisher), astronomy (Sir Harold 

Spencer Jones), physics, chemistry, zoology, genetics, general medicine, social medi- 

cine, neurology, psychology (Sir Cyril Burt), social anthropology and sociology. 

Though the book has been designed for the general reader, it will appeal also to 

scientists who wish to have a comprehensive view of recent developments in fields 

other than their own. ($09.04) 


BRITISH SCIENTISTS. E. J. Holmyard. Dent, 6s. C8. 96 pages. 24 portraits. 
Bibliography. 
The celebrated author of Makers of Chemistry and one of the most successful science 
writers of his generation has now produced this concise account of the greatest 
achievements of some of Britain’s world-famous scientists from Roger Bacon to Lord 
Rutherford. Though short, each pen-portrait is sketched unerringly and by skilful 
treatment an impression of continuity is given to the story. It is written in simple 
language and addressed to the layman in science of all countries. (509.42) 


Astronomy 
THE ORIGIN OF THE EARTH. W. M. Smart. Cambridge University Press, 
12s.6d. IC8. 247 pages. 8 plates. 42 diagrams. 6 tables. Index. 


Originating as a series of lectures delivered to members of the armed forces by a 
recent President of the Royal Astronomical Society, this is an up-to-date popular 
account of the contributions of astronomy, physics, chemistry, geology and biology 
to the problem of the early history of the earth, and also to the problem of the origin 
of the solar system. Descriptions of the moon and planets, radioactive phenomena, the 
Bethe-Weizsicker theory of stellar energy and the various theories of planetary 
formation are given in non-technical language. ($23.1) 
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Physics 
RELATIVITY—A RICHER TRUTH. Philipp Frank. Foreword by A 
Einstein. Cape, 7s.6d. |C8. 124 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

A clear discussion of the relations between scientific thought and ethics, and in 
particular the ethical implications of Einstein’s relativity. The book aims at showing 
that ‘relativism’ in science is distinct from scepticism and is in no way hostile to belief 
in ethical and democratic values. The author advocates a non- metaphysical view 
of science, and stresses the ‘rationality of nature’ as a fact independent of all 
interpretations. (530.1) 


Chemistry 
ORGANIC CHEMISTRY. L. L. Finar. Longmans, Green, 40s. R8. 712 pages. 
Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

Dr. Finar, senior lecturer in organic chemistry at the Northern Polytechnic, London, 
provides a text-book covering the general honours degree in chemistry. Particular 
attention has been given to structural formula, and to reaction mechanisms, in the 
light of modern electronic theory. Questions and reading references are included, and 
a short account of the journals and reference books of organic chemistry. This book is 
a useful reference and pedagogic tool. (547) 


Geology 

ELEMENTS OF FIELD GEOLOGY. G. W. Himus and G. S. Sweeting. 
University Tutorial Press, 12s.6d. sD8. 276 pages. Illustrations. Maps. Tables. Dia- 
grams. Bibliography. Index. 


A sound introduction to the practice of field geology, both for students and amateurs. 
After an introduction to the necessary equipment, it deals with geological mapping, 
and with the collection and identification of specimens of minerals and fossils. Syste- 
matic tables are provided for identification, based on easily determined properties; 
this tabular method, applied to fossils for the first time in this country, will be par- 
ticularly useful to the novice. The illustrations are clear and explanatory. This book is 
thoroug hly recommended. (550) 


Biology Natural History 

A DICTIONARY OF BIOLOGY. M. Abercrombie, C. J. Hickman and 
M. L. Johnson. Penguin Books, 2s. sC8. 256 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 
(Penguin Reference Books) 

A reference book of use to scientific libraries of all kinds, and also to all those who take 

more than a passing interest in biological studies. Some of the definitions are of a size 

and authority to warrant the book being termed an encyclopaedia, and, indeed, one 

cannot open it anywhere without lingering over some perhaps unfamiliar term or long- 

forgotten technicality. The authors are to be congratulated on their selective ability 

and clarity of exposition. (570.3) 


THE NATURE-LOVERS’ ANTHOLOGY. Edited by R. M. Lockley. 
Witherby, 10s.6d. 1C8. 325 pages. Drawings by Phylids Lumsden. 


A well-known writer on natural history presents an excellent selection from the 
writings of many lands and many centuries about birds and beasts, and other natural 
things. The selection, admittedly a pe rsonal one, contains many extracts not likely to 
be met elsewhere and omits, rightly i in a book of this length, most of the well-known 
and hackneyed nature poems. Translations from the classics, as well as from modern 
continental writers, are included. (574.0822) 
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THE SCIENCE OF HEREDITY. J.S.D. Bacon. Watts, 38.6d. sF8. 200 pages. 
Tables. Diagrams. Index. (Thinker’s Library) 


The author of this little treatise is a biochemist who admits in his preface that he has 
had no specialized training or research experience in his present subject. Thus cau- 
tioned, the reader may none the less derive considerable profit from a clearly written 
summary of genetic: 11 science, which, beginning with Darwin and Mendel, goes on to 
include a summary of the views of T. D. Ly senko, whose work the author considers 
to have been unjustifiably ignored by most geneticists. (575.1) 


Botany 
VARIATION AND EVOLUTION IN PLANTS. G. Ledyard Stebbins. 
Oxford University Press, 50s. IM8. 663 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Maps. Tables. 
Bibliography. Index. 
Dr. Stebbins, Professor of Genetics in the University of California, has been a pioneer 
in the field of cytology and genetics in relation to taxonomy and has made notable 
contributions in this sphere. This work is one of the outstanding botanical books 
published during this century. It gives a masterly greg weer of recent work on which 
the modern concepts of the process of evolution are based, and must be studied by 
students of evolution and all interested in the newer approaches to the taxonomy of 
seed plants. The comprehensive and valuable bibliography is indicative of the wide 
scope of the author’s survey and of his attempts to cover developments in one of the 
most active growing points of botanical science. (581.15) 


PHYSIOLOGY OF FUNGI. Lilian E. Hawker. University of London Press, 
21s. D8. 376 pages. $ plates. 38 figures. Bibliography. Indexes. 
Designed primarily for university students and research workers in mycology, this is 
the first book to deal fully with the physiology of this group. Emphasis is laid on the 
aspects of the subject 5 eculiar to fungi, and the approach is therefore a largely eco- 
logical one, since the importance of this group is largely due to their relationshis with 
other living plants or enimals. There is a good introductory chapter dealing with the 
life-cycle of typical fungi; other chapters deal with nutrition, metabolism, reproduc- 
tion, and interactions of fungi with other organisms. Besides general references for 
each of the eight chapters, there is a good bibliography and a special extra index to 
species mentioned. An essential addition to the library of an agricultural or botanical 
research or teaching establishment. ($81.22) 


Zoology 
INSECTS AND HYGIENE. James Busvine. Methuen, 30s. D8. 496 pages 
$8 figures. Index. 

This book’s subtitle, ‘The Biology and Control of Insect Pests of Medical and 
Domestic Importance in Britain’, adequately describes its range and purpose but, as 
the pests dealt with are mostly of world-wide distribution, it should be of great value 
in many other countries. The first chapters deal with insects in general, their impor- 
tance as pests of hygiene, their structure, physiology and ecology. Methods and 
materials used in control are next discussed, and the insects themselves are then de- 
scribed. The range of the book is considerable, from disease carriers such as flies and 
mosquitoes to pests of foodstuffs, clothes moths and similar familiar ‘household’ pests. 
Keys for identification are given and there is a useful chemical appendix on insecti- 
cides. Each chapter has a separate reference list. A valuable and thoroughly practical 
book, especially useful for all those concerned with public health in any part of the 
world. (591.65) 
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BRITISH BIRDS. F. W. Frohawk. Introduction by J. D. Macdonald. Ward Lock, 
17s.6d. 1C8. 256 pages. 31 colour plates. 121 illustrations. Glossary. Index. 


A straightforward book by a well-known English naturalist. An introductory section 
contains notes on various general aspects of ornithology, such as migration and court- 
ship, but the bulk of the book is taken up with descriptions of British species. These 
include notes on distribution, food, and field characters, which should help identifica- 
tion. Over one hundred species are illustrated in colour. In general, this book is suitable 
for the amateur who wishes to have all his information available in a single, not too 
unwieldy volume, and who requires a reference book rather than a descriptive account. 
It is a pity that the usual classification has not been followed, since this makes the book 
less suitable for users on the Continent, for whom it is otherwise well suited. 


(598.2942) 


A BOOK OF DUCKS. Phyllis Barclay-Smith. Penguin Books, 3s.6d. sC8. 
36 pages. 16 colour plates. Bibliography. (King Penguins) 
The first monograph on ducks other than limited and very large works, available to 
the public. It is a charming book, with entertaining and informative text, and consist- 
ing of an introductory essay and good descriptions of the species, and excellent colour 
plates by Peter Shepheard. These depict the drake of each species, the ducks being 
shown in good drawings in the text pages. Many of the species described are migrants 
to Britain, breeding in northern Europe where, especially, this book will find many 
readers. (598.41) 


USEFUL ARTS AND APPLIED SCIENCE 

Medicine and Surgery 
THE BRITISH ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF MEDICAL PRACTICE. 2nd 

edition. 12 volumes and an Index. Under the general editorship of the Rt. Hon. 

Lord Horder. Vol. 4. Butterworth, 60s. R8. 762 pages. Illustrations. References. Index. 
Volume 4 of the encyclopaedia—Cornea: injuries and diseases to Eye diseases—presents 
fifty-four erudite articles, prefaced, when the subject allows of it, with a brief history. 
The wide range of interest and the concentration of several related topics ensures the 
value of each volume to practitioner and specialist. As an example of the formercan 
be cited interesting chapters on Coroners and Inquests by W. M. Levitt, Curare and 
Relaxant Drugs by T. Cecil Gray, Cysticercosis by Sir William MacArthur, and 
Dislocations, Fractures by the late G. R. Girdlestone; and of the latter, a collection of 
articles on various aspects of disease in childhood, such as Cretinism, Darier’s Disease, 
Deaf-Mutism, Dentition, Diarrhoea in Infancy and Childhood, Dietetic Deficiency 
Diseases including Kwashiorkor, Dwarfism and Infantilism, and Ear Diseases. 
Tropical medicine is also well represented. (610.3) 


A HISTORY OF ENGLISH PUBLIC HEALTH, 1834-1939. W. M. 
Frazer. Bailliére, 35s. M8. 510 pages. 16 plates. References. Index. 


The Professor of Public Health, University of Liverpool, has provided a full and 
reliable history, beginning with the passing of the Poor Law Amendment Act and 
ending with the years preceding the Second World War. The economic and social 
factors affecting the physical and mental life of the community, epidemiology, vital 
statistics and public health law are here described in a well-balanced study, which will 
prove a valuable reference book for medical men and students and an eminently 
readable account of this aspect of nineteenth-century history for the layman. 


(614.0942) 
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MODERN TRENDS IN NEUROLOGY. Edited by Anthony Feiling. 
Butterworth, 63s. R8. 727 pages. Illustrations. References. Index. (Modern Trends) 


The subjects selected for contributions by British and American authorities are those 
in which the most interesting and valuable advances have recently been made. On this 
basis the editor, Senior Physician, Neurological Department, St. George’s Hospital, 
London, has achieved a representative study of the latest developments in the various 
branches of neurology. Topics include the Conduction of the Nervous, Impulse, the 
Frontal Lobes and their Functions, the Cerebral Palsies of Infancy, Abscess of the Brain 
and Intracranial Tumours. The importance of diagnosis is recognized in the chapters 
on Clinical Electroencephography and Diagnostic Radiology. (616.8) 


ETERNAL EVE. Harvey Graham. Heinemann, 42s. R8. 719 pages. Illustrations. 
Index. 


A history of child-birth and of the art of midwifery. Dr. Graham, starting from ancient 
times, draws his material from the mythology, folk-lore and history of primitive 
communities and the more cultured civilizations of Egypt, India, Greece, Rome and 
Byzantium, and follows the story through medieval Europe to the safe midwifery of 
the twenticth century. He relieves a rather brutal story with humorous and quaint 
anecdotes and quotations from the original sources of information. It is to be regretted 
that the work is not well documented, to permit the student who wishes to pursue the 
subject to refer easily to the literature. The plates and figures are of the greatest interest. 

(618.2) 


ANTENATAL AND POSTNATAL CARE. Francis J. Browne. 7th edition. 
Churchill, 30s. M8. 711 pages. Illustrations. References. Index. 


To this practical handbook, now extensively revised, have been added sections on 
Acute Infectious Fevers in Pregnancy and on Acute Hepatitis. Most of the book is 
concerned with the disorders of pregnancy and the management of disease during 
pregnancy. There are also chapters on hygiene, radiology in obstetrics, post-natal 
care, and a contribution by Dr. Grantly Dick Read on the Influence of the Emotions 
on Pregnancy and Parturition. Appendices give Antenatal and Postnatal Record 
Sheets and dietary tables. (618.3) 


MODERN TRENDS IN PAEDIATRICS. Edited by Sir Leonard Parsons. 
Butterworth, 55s. IR8. 611 pages. Illustrations, including colour plates. References. 
Index. (Modern Trends) 

The late Sir Leonard Parsons, Emeritus Professor of Paediatrics and Child Health, 

University of Birmingham, has selected contributions to reflect the present-day 

estimate of the importance of pre- and post-natal physiology and the positive interest 

in child health. Chapters are devoted to the physiology of the foetus, to stillbirths 
and congenital malformations following rubella and other virus diseases in pregnancy, 
haemolytic disease of the new-born, nutrition and the normal development of the 
infant. Preventive paediatric services are represented in the chapters on recent trends in 
the United Kingdom and the place of child-health institutes in medical education and 
research. Besides valuable contributions by specialists of several countries on the 
diseases of childhood, authorities write on child psychiatry, chemotherapy and 
radiology. (618.92) 
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Engineering 

MOLESWORTH’S HANDBOOK OF ENGINEERING FORMULAE 
AND DATA. 34th edition, edited by A. P. Thurston. Spon, 32s.6d. sF8. 1,688 
pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Charts. Tables. Index. 


Molesworth’s ‘Pocket Book’ has been very well known to engineers. As the scope of 
‘engineering’ has widened, it has now been necessary to increase the size and alter the 
format of the work, which has also been completely revised and re-titled a “ handbook’ 

It continues excellently to fulfil its purpose of covering every branch of engineering 


formulae for the benefit of the non-specialist. (620.83) 


Mechanical 

MODERN FLUORESCENT LIGHTING. Dealing with the Principles and 
Practice of Fluorescent Lighting for Electrical Engineers, Illuminating Engin ers 
and Architects. A. D. S. Atkinson. Newnes, 15s. D8. 159 pages. 64 illustrations and 
Diagrams. Index. 


The author presents the latest developments of fluorescent lighting technique as applied 
to factories, shops, public buildings and domestic interiors, and describes the various 
types of fittings employed and their performances. He explains the fundamental 
principles of light, fluorescence and electric discharge and also the principles of 
operation and operating characteristics of the fluorescent lamp. The factors to be con- 
sidered in designing a lighting scheme are discussed and practical design data relating 
to these factors are given. An excellent practical guide to the subject recommended 
to all those engaged in the planning and design of illumination projects. (621.3274) 


——Gunnery 
INTERNAL BALLISTICS. Ministry of Supply. H.M. Stationery Office, 25s. 
C4. 322 pages. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

This, a collective work, co-ordinates recent research in internal ballistics in its applica- 
tion to guns and gives an up-to-date account of the subject. It covers the chemical, 
thermal and ballistic properties of propellants; energy equation and equation of motion 
of the projectile; solutions for linear rates of burning and non-linear law of burning; 
velocity and pressure measurement; and methods of propellant proof. There is a 
review of recent experimental work in Britain, America and Germany, and an 
extensive bibliography. ~ (623.53) 


——Railways 
DANGER AHEAD. The Dramatic Story of Railway Signalling. Richard Blythe. 
Newman Neame, 10s.6d. D8. 132 pages. 31 illustrations (5 in colour). Bibliography. 
Index. 
This short book on the signalling in use on railways is mainly concerned with practice 
in the United Kingdom. The text is written simply, but the author has had the advan- 
tage of advice from experts. Instead of launching straight into technical matters, Mr. 
Blythe first gives a general survey of how the railway system grew up. He shows that 
the need for elaborate precautions was found through accidents and shortcomings. 
Education in safety was, therefore, expensive, and it cannot be said ever to be com- 
pleted, although there is now an exceptional degree of railway safety. Clearness of 
presentation and the charm of the illustrations have made an interesting book. (625.16) 
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Aeronautics 
SHAWCROSS AND BEAUMONT ON AIR LAW. 2nd edition by C.N. 
Shawcross, K. M. Beaumont and P. R. E. Browne, assisted by A. R. Paterson and 
R. S. Kinsey. Butterworth, 126s. R8. 1,485 pages. Index. 
First published in 1945, this work has become the standard British work on air law. New 
developments are taken into account in this edition, which is arranged in twelve 
parts covering int rnational air law, and aspects of English air law dealing with aviation 
and air transport services, regulation of right to fly, establishment and operation 
of air transport services, carriage by air, accidents, ownership and other commercial 
dealings in aircraft, labour relations, airports and aviation insurance. Eight appen- 
dices give texts of international conventions, United Kingdom statutes and subsidiary 
legislation and other information about international and national regulations. 


(629.1325) 


Agriculture 

THE STUDENT’S BOOK ON SOILS AND MANURES. Sir E. J. 
Russell. 4th edition. Cambridge University Press, 10s.6d. C8. 306 pages. Illustrations. 
Maps. Charts. Tables. Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 


This short book has been for thirty-six years the best introductory text-book on soils, 
their management and the use of fertilizers. The author was for many years Director 
of Rothamsted Experimental Station and no one is better qualified to write on these 
subjects. This edition is not radically different from the third (1940), but most chapters 
have been brought up to date, and adequate references to the newer work are given 
throughout. Though underlying scientific principles are not neglected, the book is 
essentially practical and should be of value to farmers as well as to students. (631.4) 


INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF VIRUSES. Kenneth M. 


Smith. Pitman, 10s.6d. D8. 116 pages. 16 plates. Bibliography. Ind 





The first general survey of its subject, by one of the outstanding virologists of today. 
A brief historical introduction is followed by a survey of the problems inherent in the 
study of these substances, their relationships with their hosts and vectors, their physical 
and chemical and other properties. The techniques employed in their identification 
and examination are discussed, with special reference to electron microscopy. The 
author's method is to take certain well-known forms as examples, rather than to 
generalize, and this helps for clarity and compactness. The book requires a good deal 
of technical knowledge, but it a most valuable general introduction to a subject of 
increasing importance in many fields. (632.3) 


LOCUST RESEARCH AND CONTROL, 1929-1950. B.P. Uvarov for 
the Colonial Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 5s. SR8. 71 pages. 3 maps. Paper bound. 
(Colonial Research Publication No. 10) 

A very valuable account of the work done to date in studying the habits of migratory 

locust in the Middle East and Africa, and of the measures, both administrative and 

scientific, which have been taken to combat this pest. One problem of control has 
been in the past that any effective campaign must be international, and this Report 
deserves consideration as an essay in colonial co-operation as well as a survey of the 
progress now being made by the Anti-Locust Research Centre in London, the Desert 
Locust Survey and the International Council, and other bodies to protect tropical areas 
from devastation. (632.727) 
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CHEMICAL CONTROL OF INSECTS. T. F. West, J. Eliot Hardy and 
J. H. Ford. Chapman & Hall, 15s. 1C8. 222 pages. 43 figures. Index. (Frontiers of 
Science) 

This fills the gap between the elementary and the advanced text-book. Insect pest 

control is a branch of agricultural science which is still undergoing rapid development, 

and a short, authoritative summary of this nature is, therefore, the more welcome. 

Early chapters deal with the background of the subject, the insect itself, the general 

principles of pest control, etc. There follow descriptions of the various groups of 

chemicals from which modern insecticides are drawn: short accounts of the chemicals 
are followed by discussions of their use and comparisons with other substances. A final 

chapter deals with weed control. There are ample reference lists and the whole is a 

valuable book for the modern agriculturalist or student. (632.951) 


CEREAL VARIETIES IN GREAT BRITAIN. R. A. Peachey. Crosby 
Lockwood, 21s. C4. 202 pages. 156 plates. 


A straightforward, photographic record of all the varieties of cereals other than rye, 
grown at the present time in Britain. It is divided into sections, dealing with wheat, 
oats and barley respectively. Each contains an introduction, notes on the selection of a 
variety for different conditions, and an account of the group as a whole. Then follow 
general and detailed descriptions of the varicties, with a photograph of the ear, shown 
natural size in wheat and barley, one third natural size in the case of oats. Excellently 
produced, this should prove a book of world-wide interest among farmers and plant 
breeders. (633.10942) 


REPORT OF THE SORGHUM MISSION TO CERTAIN BRITISH 
AFRICAN TERRITORIES. Colonial Advisory Council of Agriculture, 
Animal Health and Forestry. H.M. Stationery Office, 3s. sR8. 111 pages. Biblio- 
graphy. Paper bound. 


The purpose of the Mission was to examine the possibility of vastly extending sorghum 
production in Africa by mechanical means, and it visited not only selected areas in 
East and West Africa, but also sorghum-growing areas in the U.S.A. and the Anglo- 
Egyptian Sudan. The need for sorghum is emphasized in that Africa, which formerly 
exported maize, is now a net importer, and the less desirable grain can be grown in 
areas where maize would not flourish. The recommendations include emphasis on the 
need for additional work on plant breeding. (633.174) 


PRINCIPLES OF LOG MEASUREMENT. C. F. Laver. Benn, 1os.6d. C8. 
200 pages. 106 text figures. Index. 
A straightforward practical guide intended for all those who have to deal with the 
handling of timber. There is a short, interesting historical introduction, followed by 
chapters dealing with various aspects of log measurement, in which the clear, simple 
textual descriptions are reinforced by good line-drawings. All types and shapes of logs 
are dealt with and the book will be of especial value to those in any part of the world 
who handle, directly or indirectly, timber for the British market. (634.92856) 


MARKET GARDENING. R. A. Robinson. Pearson, 7s.6d. C8. 189 pages 
12 photographs. 17 diagrams. Tables. Index. 

The author first deals with the ‘outfit’ for the prospective market gardener, which 

includes everything from the soil of his holding, to methods of marketing. The second 

part deals with crops, of which a complete range is covered. This is essentially a simple 

and practical book, every detail being briefly touched on in relation to each crop. The 
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brassicas, root crops, legumes, onions and similar crops, and various miscellaneous 
types are described; in each case, details of cultivation, manuring, varieties to grow, 
and marketing are given. There is a chapter on pests and diseases (which might well 
have been amplified) and an appendix contains useful tables for the grower. This 
book, useful for the smaller gardener as well as the full-scale grower of vegetables for 
market, is a useful introduction to its subject. (635) 


THE AURICULA. Rowland H. Biffen. Cambridge University Press, 15s. C8. 
164 pages. 7 plates. 7 text figures. Bibliography. 
Famous as a breeder of new varieties of wheat, Sir Rowland Biffen was also a devotee 
of the auricula, for many years a popular garden flower all over Western Europe. His 
very readable survey of its evolution and cultivation has the added authority of the 
scientific plant breeder, and is itself a valuable addition to the literature of scientific 
horticulture. It will be of especial interest in France and Germany, where auriculas 
have long been appreciated. (635.933672) 


THE GREENHOUSE. F.G. Preston. Ward Lock, 42s. ID8. 640 pages. 16 colour 
plates. 126 photographs. Diagrams. Index. 


Written by one of the most distinguished British horticulturists, this is a complete 
guide to the construction and management of all types of greenhouse, and the cultiva- 
tion of plants grown therein. Design of the house, manures, propagation and forcing 
all have separate chapters, and so have the various groups of plants grown in green- 
houses. Cacti, alpines, orchids, ferns, are examples of the groups dealt with indivi- 
dually. There is an alphabetical list of greenhouse plants, also a chapter on pests and 
diseases. It is safe to say that this will come to be regarded as the standard work in many 
countries. (635.982) 


Livestock 

ELEMENTS OF ANIMAL NUTRITION. W. M. Ashton. Griffin, 20s. Ms. 
220 pages. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

Dr. Ashton has given a lucid account of nutrition of cattle, sheep, pigs and poultry, 

with a strong practical and quantitative bias. The discussion of feeding standards is 

particularly well done. This very readable book is intended for elementary students, 

but could be read with profit by honours students. (636.084) 


Horses 
THE OWNER GROOM. A Guide to Horse Management by Amateurs. T. 
Howe. Revised edition. Country Life, 12s.6d. M8. 158 pages. 26 illustrations. 


First published in 1938, this is an up-to-date and most reliable guide to stable manage- 
ment and the care of the horse, with carefully chosen illustrations. (636.1) 


Beekeeping 
BEEKEEPING. K. K. Clark. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. sC8. 224 pages. 8 plates, 15 
drawings. Index. Paper bound. (Penguin Handbooks) 


The author explains in concise, non-technical language, for the benefit of the amateur, 
the natural background of bee-keeping, and then goes into greater detail in every 
branch of this craft. The book is divided into parts on “Bees and Hives’; “Manage- 
ment’; and ‘Etceteras’. The last of these includes pests and diseases and what might be 
called the ‘tricks of the trade’, and is as full of practical advice as is the rest of the book. 
Despite its small size, this book contains an enormous amount of useful information, 
for a very low price. (638.1) 
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Transportation 
WORLD RAILWAYS, 1950-51. Edited and compiled by Henry Sampson. 
Sampson Low, 63s. Obl. fol. 625 pages. Maps and illustrations. 


A survey of the operation and equipment of representative rail systems of all conti- 
nents, designed as a companion volume to Jane's Fighting Ships and All the World’s 

Aircraft. Details are given of all aspects of railways all over the world, including their 
histories, different types, gauge, rolling-stock, etc. Information has been based on 
details received from the different countries, and where these have not been forth- 
coming, it has been impossible to fill certain gaps. Some countries are more fully 
covered than others, the United States being particularly well represented. The work 
is very well illustrated and is a useful reference guide. (656) 


Advertising: Signs 

ENGLISH INN SIGNS, beinga revised and modernized version of The History 
of Signboards. Jacob Larwood and John Camden Hotten. With a chapter on the 
modern inn sign by Gerald Millar. Chatto & Windus, 42s. C4. 351 pages. 80 plates. 
Index. 


Larwood and Hotten’s History of Signboards, the standard authority on the subject, was 
first published in 1866, the last edition appearing in 1907. It is now available in a larger 
format with modernized layout and a completely new set of illustrations. The study 
of inn signs, covering such different subjects as history, literature, etymology, heraldry, 
geography, etc., is of considerable complexity, but the entire field is covered in the 
text. There is a useful list of corrupted phrases (e.g. Elephant and Castle, alleged to be 
Infanta of Castille); subsequent chapters describe related groups of signs such as those 
connected with trades and professions, heraldic emblems, religious symbols and 
similar topics. Mr. Gerald Millar contributes a chapter on the modern inn sign in 
which he discusses the possibilities of new media, such as vitreous enamel, to withstand 
weathering effects. The illustrations comprise sixty-four photographs (mostly of 
modern signs) and sixteen plates of billheads, illustrating earlier examples, taken from 
the collection of Sir Ambrose Heal. The List of Inn Signs gives titles, locality, artist 
(if known) and the brewer or owner responsible for the commission. (659.134) 


Manufactures: Metals 


INDUSTRIAL POLISHING OF METALS. Gerald F. Weill. Iliffe for Metal 
Industry, 21s, D8. 194 pages. 15 illustrations. 17 tables. Index. 


A director of a company which manufactures polishing requisites has provided a con- 
cise discussion in which the scientific treatment of the subject is used as a background 
against which much useful knowledge is imparted. Manual and mechanical polishing 
of all types of metals, and the necessary tools, plant and materials are dealt with, and 
there is a chapter on electrolytic polishing. (671) 


FINE ARTS AND RECREATION 


SMOOTH AND ROUGH. Adrian Stokes. Faber, 15s. D8. 82 pages of text. 
24 plates. 


Essays on art criticism by Adrian Stokes are generally short, but they are anything but 
superficial. His latest is no exception, being a study of the psychological states control- 
ling our responses to architecture. Obviously this is not a topic that will appeal to 
everybody, but those who find pleasure in speculation should appreciate this book, 
which contains a great deal of fine prose. The excellent illustrations are grouped at the 
end, (701.15) 
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Pottery 
MYCENAEAN POTTERY FROM THE LEVANT. Frank H. Stubbings. 
Cambridge University Press, 25s. C4. 128 pages. 18 plates. 37 text figures. 3 maps. 

A specialist monograph on pottery of the Mycenaean civilization, c. 1500-1000 B.C. 
found in Rhodes, Cy yprus, Syria, Palestine and FE Egypt. This regional survey, which 
follows the classification of Mycenae an pottery published by ‘Dr. A. Furumark in 
1942, is based on original research and first-hand knowles ige of the material. The 
final chapter summarizes results obtained from close analysis of the pottery, which are 
of value to the historian as well as to the classical archaeologist. The separate section of 
plates contains over 170 photographs of individual pieces. (738.30938) 


Jewellery 
JE WELLERS’ AND WATCHMAKERS’ POCKET BOOK. Advisory 
Editor: A. Selwyn. Heywood, 15s. 3} X 5 inches. $03 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 
Tables. Index. 
A number of well-known experts such as B. W. Anderson, G. F. Andrews, J. E- 
Haswell, E. A. Smith and E. Trillwood have contributed to this hog ite, informa- 
tive booklet providing a large amount of information necessary for the everyday work 
of the jeweller and watch-maker. The work covers weights and measures; metals, 
also referring to hardness tests in general; gemstones (with reference to hardness only 
Mohs’ scale is quoted); and horology, and to these sections an appendix on general 
and commercial information is added. A technical index facilitates reverting to 
individual items. (739.27083 ) 
Painting 
A CENTURY OF BRITISH PAINTING, 1851-1951. Anthony Bertram. 
Studio, 30s. R8. 240 pages. 114 illustrations (32 in colour). Synoptic tables. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. 
With a just and om sre fair regard for the needs both of laymen and specialists, 
the author describes in broad outline the four principal movements in British painting 
during the last eealeal years—Pre-Raphaelitism (Holman Hunt, Millais), the 
Aesthetic Movement (Whistler, Morris, Burne-Jones), the Impressionist School 
(Sickert, Wilson Steer), and Post-Impressionism from which spring the various 
schools of the twentieth century. The section on Whistler, through whom continental 
influences re-entered the British tradition, is particularly informative. The paintings 
of Paul Nash and Edward Wadsworth, two recently dead painters, are discussed in 
some detail both on their individual merits and as representing certain twentieth- 
century characteristics of British painting. It is a formidable task to have covered, in 
one book, the distance between Millais and Ben Nicholson, between Ruskin and 
Herbert Read. Mr. Bertram surveys this far from homogeneous century with both 
verve and knowledge. (759.208) 


PIERO DELLA FRANCESCA. Kenneth Clark. Phaidon Press, 42s. 1M4. 
224 pages. 249 illustrations (7 colour plates). Notes on the illustrations. 
This long-awaited book by the former Director of the National Gallery, London, is 
the first major work in English on this Italian painter (c. 1410-92) whose work gave 
a new direction and emphasis to the Renaissance study of perspective. Sir Kenneth 
gathers together the various aspects of Piero’s work—his mastery of form, absorption 
in geometry and mathematics, his power to create static but most moving figure 
compositions, the use of colour to convey modelling—in an essay remarkable for 
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extreme clarity and beauty of phrase. There could be no better guide to lead us to a 
deeper appreciation of the plates. These include colour reproductions, detail studies 
and a series of small comparative illustrations, for more technical study, linking 
Piero’s work with that of other contemporary artists. (759.505) 


Photography 
THE BRITISH JOURNAL PHOTOGRAPHIC ALMANAC, 1951. 
Edited by Arthur J. Dalladay, Greenwood, ss. boards; 7s.6d. cloth. C8. 580 pages. 
32 plates. Illustrations and diagrams in text. Tables. Indexes. 
The editorial article considers the relations between photography and the other 
sciences; other well-known writers discuss colour prints; stereoscopic apparatus; 
silver recovery from exhausted solutions; training the medical photographer; and the 
practical use of electronic flash equipment. There follow the usual summaries of 
progress as recorded by the British Journal of Photography, a glossary, a review of new 
materials and apparatus, formulae and instructions for various processes, tables, and a 
list of text-books and trade booklets. The thirty-two illustrations are selected from 
the year’s leading exhibitions. (770.59) 
Music 
ILDEBRANDO PIZZETTI. Guido M. Gatti. Translated from the Italian by 
David Moore. Dobson, 10s.6d. D8. 124 pagés. 8 plates. Musical examples. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. (Contemporary Composers) 
The author brings to his analysis and commentary of the music of this Italian composer 
a knowledge of the man himself. Pizzetti (born 1880) is chiefly known in the field of 
opera, in which he has devoted his attention to the dramatic relationship of music and 
words, returning to an earlier Italian style of flexible recitative and diminishing the 
importance of the orchestra. An accomplished writer, he has developed his theories in 
many published essays. The greater part of this interesting study is devoted to Pizzetti’s 
operas, but also deals adequately with the choral and orchestral works, songs and 
chamber music. (780.92) 


SCHUBERT. Thematic Catalogue of all his Works in Chronological Order. Otto 
Erich Deutsch in collaboration with Donald R. Wakeling. Dent, 45s. sD8. 566 pages. 
Bibliography. Indexes. 

The most important contribution to musicology for many years, by the leading 

authority on Schubert. It is the first list of all Schubert’s works, published, unpublished 

and lost, with the “themes’ (incipits)—some 2,250—of every single number or move- 
ment given in a single-stave system sufficient to identify them. The descriptions of 
each work give, wholly or in part: Catalogue number, date and place of composition, 
ownership, and location of autograph, first performance, first publication, literature 
and notes. All the other material proper to a thematic catalogue is given in exhaustive 
appendices. A general introduction gives a detailed account of all previous attempts 
to compile similar lists, together with some account of the Collected Edition, pub- 
lished by Breitkopf & Hartel (1884-97). Indexes include lists of titles and the first 
lines of vocal music, given in German except where they are translations from other 
languages. (781.9735) 


The Film 


THE CINEMA, 1951. Edited by Roger Manvell. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. sC8. 
224 pages. 125 illustrations. Indexes. Paper bound. (Pelican Books) 

The second issue of this annual is edited as before by Dr. Manvell, Director of the 

British Film Academy, assisted by R. K. Neilson Baxter, the documentary film 
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director, and there are between twenty and thirty contributors. There are articles on 
the making of a British film, the work of Jean Vigo, television and many other 


subjects. The illustrations consist chiefly of reproductions of stills from the films of 
various nations. (791.4) 


The Theatre 
ELIZABETHAN ACTING. B. L. Joseph. Oxford University Press, 12s.6d. D8. 
157 pages. 6 pages of text-figures. Indexes. (Oxford English Monographs) 

Primarily an examination of Chirologia and Chironomia (1644) by John Bulwer, a 
treatise on rhetorical delivery. Mr. Joseph, who identifies the actor’s art with tha: of 
the orator, makes the assumption that this book is, therefore, one of the first on the art 
of acting. The illustrations of gesture, reproduced from Chirologia and Chironomia, 
give credence to his theories, as do his many quotations from the work. He reminds 
us, moreover, that during the Renaissance ‘Action’ and ‘ Pronunciation’ were synony- 
mous, as they were in ancient Rome. This interesting exposition leads the author to a 
study of rhetorical delivery, to researches imto ‘Decorum and Characterization’, “The 
Grounds of Criticism in Elizabethan Drama’, and finally to “The Poem and the 
Theatre’. The book has immediate value for actors, dramatists, especially the writers 
of poetic plays, and scholars. (792) 


Sports and Games 


MODERN CHESS STRATEGY. Edward Lasker. Bell, 17s.6d. D8. 230 pages. 
241 diagrams. Index. 


This supersedes the author’s well-known and widely studied Chess Strategy and is a 
brilliant exposition of the lines of play which dominate present-day chess tournaments. 
It includes a number of illustrative games, fully annotated. (794.1) 


AN INTRODUCTION TO POLO. ‘Marco’. 3rd edition. Country Life, 30s. 
C4. 184 pages. Plates. Drawings. Tables. Bibliography. Diagrams. 

The latest, revised, edition of a standard work, first published in 1931, on a horseman’s 

sport which has had a post-war revival throughout the world. (796.353) 


CURLING IN ONTARIO, 1846-1946. John A. Stevenson. Outdoor Curling 
Association (Toronto, Canada), $3.00. L.Post 8. 284 pages. Dlustrations. 


CURLING, PAST AND PRESENT, including an Analysis of the Art of 


Curling by H. E. Weyman. W. A. Creelman. McClelland & Stewart (Toronto, 
Canada), $4.00. M8. 256 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 


These two instructive and entertaining books discuss the history and development of 
curling, its introduction into Canada and its increasing popularity. Most of Mr. 
Stevenson’s book is devoted to an account of the growth of curling clubs and associa- 
tions in Ontario. Although both books are well illustrated, Curling, Past and Present 
has more drawings tracing the development of stores and equipment. Mr. Creelman 
also gives a delightful section on curling as celebrated by the bards and those intriguing 
institutions curling mysteries and courts. To help the serious curler, there is a detailed 
analysis of the art of the game, by H. E. Weyman. Curling, Past and Present is the more 
entertaining—even a non-curler would enjoy reading it. (796.96) 
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FLY FISHING FOR SALMON. A Modern Technique. Richard Waddington. 
Faber, 16s. D8. 208 pages. Illustrations and diagrams. 

A practical manual on the technique of catching salmon with a fly by an experienced 

angler well known as a serious student of fish and their habits. An important contribu- 

tion to the art of angling. (799.1755) 


LITERATURE 


ABC OF READING. Ezra Pound. Reissue. Faber, 7s.6d. 19.4 cm. 206 pages. 


Pound’s delightful gradus ad Parnassum (first published in 1934) aims to produce a 
guide to the finest poetry of the world on the principle that ‘gloom and solemnity 
are entirely out of place in even the most rigorous study of an art originally intended 
to make glad the heart of man’. As a method of study he recommends that employed 
by contemporary biologists—careful first-hand examination of the matter, and con- 
tinual comparison of one specimen with another. The book is written with a deliberate 
informality and a ruthless wit. (808.1) 


RHYTHM IN THE NOVEL. Edward Killoran Brown. University of Toronto 
Press (Canada), $3.00. sD8. 131 pages. Illustrations. 
The Professor of English in the University of Chicago, has rewritten as essays, the four 
Alexander Lectures for 1949-50 which he delivered at the University of Toronto. 
Addressed to the reader of novels, they suggest that recognition and understanding of 
one of the devices used by novelists will lead to more enjoyable and more intelligent 
reading. Proceeding from E. M. Forster’s definition of rhythm as ‘repetition with 
variation’ the author analyses its use as an element in several well-known novels. He 
discovers three forms of rhythm which he discusses in chapters entitled ‘Phrase, 
Character, Incident’, ‘Expanding Symbols’, and ‘Interweaving Themes’. He sums 
up in a fourth chapter devoted to an analysis of rhythm in E. M. Forster’s A Passage 
to India. (808.3) 


American Literature 


DON’T GO AWAY MAD and Two Other Plays. William Saroyan. Faber, 
12s.6d. C8. 276 pages. 


Saroyan (American short-story writer, novelist and playwright) writes an introduc- 
tion explaining and forestalling any criticism of his extremely individual plays—so 
spontaneous, so inconsequential and formless, with very human characters and touches 
of philosophy, humour, tragedy and farce. The title play and Sam Ego’s House are 
allegories—the latter described by the author as ‘the dream of the national ego. . . 
of individual achievement, of material wealth, of social importance, of personal 
* , . . . + * 
security’. A Decent Birth, A Happy Funeral is concerned with superstition. (812.5) 


English Literature 

THE CAMBRIDGE HISTORY OF ENGLISH LITERATURE. 
Vol. VI: THE DRAMA TO 1642 (Part 2). Vol. VII: CAVALIER AND 
PURITAN. Edited by Sir A. W. Ward and A. R. Waller. Reprint. Cambridge 
University Press, 12s.6d. each. M8. 418 : 406 pages. 

Vol. VI of the reprint of this authoritative work (comprising fourteen volumes and 

a general index) consists of essays by various experts on: Ben Jonson; Chapman, 

Marston, Dekker; Middleton and Rowley; Thomas Heywood; Beaumont and Flet- 

cher; Philip Massinger; Tourneur and Webster; Ford and Shirley; Lesser Jacobean and 
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Caroline Dramatists; The Elizabethan Theatre; The Children of the Chapel Royal and 
their Masters; University Plays; Masque and Pastoral; The Puritan Attack upon the 
Stage. Vol. VII covers: Cavalier Lyrists; The Sacred Poets; Writers of the Couplet; 
Lesser Caroline Poets; Milton; Caroline Divines; John Bunyan, Andrew Marvell; 
Historical and Political Writings—1. State Papers and Letters—2. Histories and 
Memoirs; Antiquaries; Jacobean and Caroline Criticism; Hobbes and Contemporary 
Philosophy; Scholars and Scholarship, 1600-60; English Grammar Schools; The 
Beginnings of English Journalism; The Advent of Modern Thought in Popular 
Literature. The complete work is intended to give a connected account of the successive 
movements of English literature, to describe the work of writers both of primary and 
of secondary importance, and to discuss the interaction between English and foreign 
literatures. (820.9) 


English Poetry 

SHELLEY: SELECTED POETRY, PROSE AND LETTERS. Edited 
by A. S. Glover. Nonesuch Press, 22s.6d. 7} X 43 inches. 1,160 pages. Notes. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. 

Among the poems, the editor has included all Shelley’s important work; he has left 

out the Fragments, nearly all the translations, the Juvenilia and the play Charles I. 

The prose works include: The Defence of Poetry, The Banquet of Plato, the Essay on 

Christianity, A Refutation of Deism, the Letter to Lord Ellenborough, the Declaration of 

Rights and, as a curiosity, the Vindication of Natural Diet (i.e. vegetarianism), of which 

Mr. Glover remarks that it ‘must mark almost the lowest depth to which an English 

writer of the first rank has ever fallen’. This section represents Shelley as a revolution- 


ary thinker. Twenty-one letters have also been included. The book is produced with 
grace and distinction. (821.77) 


THE INFINITE MOMENT and other Essays on Robert Browning. William O. 
Raymond. University of Toronto Press (Toronto, Canada), $4.00. M8. 258 pages 
Check list of titles. Index. 

Dr. Raymond, Professor of English at the University of Bishop’s College, Quebec, 

since 1928, has gathered together eleven articles on Browning previously published in 

scholarly journals. Three discuss the origins of The Ring and the Book, two deal with 
the mood and ideas behind Fifine at the Fair and Paracelsus. There are articles on Brown- 
ing’s religious opinions and his views on higher criticism; his casuistic writings and 
his distrust of pure reason; Isabella Blagden, friend of the Brownings in Florence; and 
the forgeries of Thomas J. Wise. Finally, there is a detailed account of Browning 
studies published in England and America between 1910 and 1949. The introduction 
estimates Browning’s place in the development of English poetry, and discusses the 
qualities which distinguish his writings. Adequate notes are supplied. An important 
contribution to critical studies in Browning’s thought and art. (821.83) 


English Drama 

THE YORK CYCLE OF MYSTERY PLAYS. A Shorter Version of the 
Ancient Cycle. Edited by J. S. Purvis. With a Note on the Production Staged at 
the York Festival of 1951 by E. Martin Browne. S.P.C.K., 7s.6d. D8. 200 pages. 
Paper bound. 

The York Cycle is the finest and most complete body of Mystery Plays to be found 

connected with any English town or city. The Cycle originally comprised fifty-seven 

plays, written for performance in the streets of York on Corpus Christi Day. The 
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version now extant, of which an edition was compiled by Lucy Toulmin Smith (1885), 
consisted of forty-eight plays. The present text, based on this volume, is the first 
acting edition issued since the plays were last performed about a.p. 1570. The cycle, 
written about A.D. 1350 and acted for the next two hundred years by the Guilds of 
York City, was intended to give a summary in dramatic form of religious instruction 
from the Creation to the Last Judgment. Although abridged, the present text attempts 
to preserve the proportions and outline of the whole cycle. The preface is informative 
regarding the history, writing and presentation of the plays. (822.1) 


READINGS ON THE CHARACTER OF HAMLET, 1661-1947. 
Compiled from over three hundred sources by Claude C. H. Williamson. Allen 
& Unwin, 45s. R8. 783 pages. 

Of this anthology of excerpts from critics on the character of Shakespeare’s Hamlet the 

greater part is devoted to the twentieth century. Mr. Williamson has read widely and 

has made a good choice from both great and minor critics, though some of the 
extracts suffer by being wrested from their context. His book will be useful to those 
who want to know, without trouble to themselves, what has been said and thought 

about Hamlet over a long period of time. (822.3) 


MACBETH. William Shakespeare. Edited by Kenneth Muir. Methuen, 12s.6d. 
D8. 270 pages. (The Arden Shakespeare) 


Since it first began to appear in 1899 the Arden Shakespeare has been accepted as a 
standard edition, much valued by academic students for its scholarship, its compre- 
hensive introductions and its copious footnotes. It is now being reissued, on the same 
lines but completely revised, under the general editorship of Professor Una Ellis- 
Fermor of the University of London. Macbeth is the first of the new volumes to appear. 
Mr. Muir, who is Senior Lecturer in English Literature in the University of Leeds, has 
made shrewd and thorough use of the accumulated results of twenticth-century 
scholarship. His seventy-page introduction deals with text, date, interpolations, and 
sources, and discusses the play with numerous references to the critics of the past three 
centuries. The text is modernized, but is ‘closer to that of the First Folio than any since 
the seventeenth century, especially with regard to lineation’. The footnotes record the 
most important textual variations and suggested emendations, and provide very 
numerous explanatory and critical comments, with special attention to imagery. The 
relevant passages from Holinshed and William Stewart are printed (unmodernized) 
in the Appendices. (822.33) 


THE TRAGEDY OF MACBETH. William Shakespeare. Introduction by Sir 
Lewis Casson. Folio Society, 17s. IF4. 111 pages. 8 lithographs (with a note) by 
Michael Ayrton. Glossary. (The Folio Shakespeare) 


This second volume is as notable and attractive as the Romeo and Juliet. Mr. Ayrton’s 
powerful designs for costumes and settings, commissioned for this edition, are in 
subtle tones of grey and black with vivid touches of blood-red. The Introduction is a 
famous actor-producer’s commentary on the play, with some challenging suggestions 
for textual emendations. The text is well printed, in two colours throughout, from the 
New Temple Shakespeare, edited by M. R. Ridley. The glossary by Josephine Lane is 
short but adequate. For any reader seeking simply to enjoy the plays the Folio Shake- 
speare may well prove to be the best of editions. (822.33) 
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SHAKESPEARE SURVEY 4. An Annual Survey of Shakespearian Study and 
Production. Edited by Allardyce Nicoll. Cambridge University Press, 128.6d. C4. 
186 pages. 19 illustrations. Index. 

Well edited and well produced, this annual survey continues to render a valuable 

service to serious students of Shakespeare. Notable contributions to this volume in- 

clude: Fifty Years of Shakespearian Criticism, 1900-1950, by Kenneth Muir; The 

Sources of Macbeth, by M. C. Bradbrook; Malone and the Upstart Crow, by J. Dover 

Wilson (the first of his Chichele Lectures); The Shakespeare Collection in the Bod- 

leian Library, Oxford, by L. W. Hanson; Tradition, Style and the Theatre Today, by 

John Gielgud; Shakespeare in Slovakia, by Jan Simko; and Shakespeare in Post-war 

Yugoslavia, by Vladeta Popovic. The year’s contributions to Shakespearian study are 

reviewed, and the International Notes on new productions and translations include 

reports from U.S.A., Russia and Germany. (822.33) 


PALACE PLAYS. Episodes from the Life of Queen Victoria. Laurence Housman. 
Methuen, 3s. C8. 132 pages. 12 drawings by Ernest H. Shepard. (Methuen’s Modern 
Classics) 

Thirteen of the playlets from Housman’s famous series of plays on the life and reign 

of Queen Victoria, Victoria Regina, Golden Sovereign, etc., have been chosen, by E. V. 

Rieu and Peter Wait, as representing the best, or the most interesting historically, or 

the most characteristic of the Queen herself. With situations founded on fact and the 

dialogue only invented, the plays have familiarized many with the lesser-known side 
of a famous reign. The book closes with a few explanatory notes to each play. 
(822.91) 


BUOYANT BILLIONS, FARFETCHED FABLES, and SHAKES 
VERSUS SHAV. Bernard Shaw. Constable, 7s.6d. L.Post 8. 143 pages. 


Hitherto issued only in a limited edition, the four-act ‘comedy of no manners’, 
Buoyant Billions (written in 1947) is now published for the first time in the Standard 
Edition. Shaw describes it as a trivial comedy written in his dotage, and although 
excellent theatre this story of the adventures in two continents of a ‘world betterer’ 
lacks the force and impetus of his major works. Farfetched Fables, a parody in six short 
scenes, is less interesting than its preface. The amusing, and even briefer, puppet play 
Shakes versus Shav reminds us of Shaw’s lifelong interest in puppetry. (822.91) 


English Fiction 


THE GROWTH OF THE ENGLISH NOVEL. Richard Church. Methuen, 
5s. F8. 230 pages. Index. (Home Study Books) 


The novel is first traced from the medieval romances until, in the eighteenth century, 
it became a reflector of human society. After Richardson it is seen as a specialized 
literary form displacing and finally absorbing the older forms of epic, allegory, etc. 
The author traces the growth of English prose style until it is flexible enough for the 
novelist’s use. In dealing with all the important novelists, and many less important, 
down to modern times, the continuity of the influence of many writers is emphasized. 
Finally the author considers some typical changes in the modern novel from Meredith 
to the present day. This ingeniously planned book is presented with literary and 
critical skill. (823.09) 
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THE NOVEL, 1945-1950. P. H. Newby. Longmans, Green for The British 
Council, 2s.6d. 1C8. 48 pages. 17 portraits. Bibliography. Paper bound. (The Arts 
in Britain) 

A guide to the most important recent trends in fiction that manages to be free from 

prejudice without sacrificing critical liveliness. The field Mr. Newby has to cover is 

vast and confusing: he selects from it with discrimination and even detects a design in 
the chaos. In his praiseworthy desire to make this design clear he resorts too readily, 
perhaps, to arbitrary classification, but his chapter, The Difficulties of Classification, 
shows that he is himself fully aware of the dangers of such simplification. Altogether, 
this essay is useful, stimulating, and intelligent—a notable feat of lucid compression. 
The bibliography contains some inaccuracies. (823.91) 


D. H. LAWRENCE AND HUMAN EXISTENCE. William Tiverton. 
Rockliff, 12s.6d. D8. 156 pages. Frontispiece. Index. 


D. H. LAWRENCE. Anthony West. Arthur Barker, 6s. C8. 152 pages. List of 
works. Index. (English Novelists) 


Father Tiverton, who writes from an Anglican standpoint, approaches D. H. Lawrence 
(1885-1930) mainly as a religious writer. Lawrence was not a Christian, but Father 
Tiverton seeks to show that his diagnosis of disharmony in both personal and social 
life is similar to the Christian diagnosis. He also examines the relation between 
Lawrence’s work and ‘the much-publicized “existentialist” movement of our time’ 
and traces the influence upon him of the pan-sexualism of Rozanov. Curiously enough, 
this approach leads to keen appreciation of the greatness of Lawrence as a novelist. 
Mr. West, too, sees him as a teacher, akin to Ruskin. He thinks that Lawrence nar- 
rowly missed greatness as a novelist and that as a poet he is ‘the last swallow of the 
Pre-Raphaelist summer’, contending that ‘there is hardly an idea of Lawrence’s which 
is not to be found in Morris’s work’. His analysis of the novels is extraordinarily acute, 
and he is particularly refreshing in his account of Lawrence’s personal life, marriage 
and friendships. In his view, Lawrence was not at all a classic example of the Oedipus 
complex, as is usually maintained. (823.91) 


Irish Literature 


IRISH POETS OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY. Selected, with an 
Introduction, by Geoffrey Taylor. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 12s.6d. F8. 414 pages. 
Notes. Index of first lines. (Muses’ Library) 


This welcome anthology throws considerable light on the evolution of the later 
Anglo-Irish school of poets which followed the gradual combination of the two poetic 
modes which characterize the works of the poets represented. Whereas in Allingham, 
de Vere and O’Donnell the mode is predominantly English, in Callanan and Mangan, 
Thomas Davis and Rolleston it is increasingly Irish and largely conditioned by a 
knowledge of both Irish history and native Gaelic poetry. Callanan and Mangan, in 
particular, transferred to English verse not only the meaning and spirit of Gaelic poems 
but also much of their imagery, phraseology and sound patterns. Thus, whilst all the 
poets represented here were Irish by birth and wrote poetry with a varying amount 
of Irish reference, those who contributed something new and of significance to 
English poetry were those who were Irish in the historical and linguistic sense. They 
were the founders of Anglo-Irish poetry and a knowledge of their works is necessary 
for a full understanding of the poetry of Yeats and others. (828.9931808) 
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French Literature 


ARDELE. A Play in Three Acts. Jean Anouilh. Translated from the French by 
Lucienne Hill. Methuen, ss. C8. 64 pages. 


This somewhat crude translation can only suggest the quality of Anouilh’s little 
masterpiece. Beneath the sharp wit, the ruthless cynicism, the nonchalant irony, it is a 
profoundly critical study of love—or of lust. Ardéle, a hunchback in the early forties, 
has seriously embarrassed her relations (gathered together to discuss the matter) by 
falling passionately in love with another hunchback. The relatives are sophisticated 
and amoral, or more romantic—and immoral; and the revelation of their own amours 
and their reaction to the problem of Ardéle provides the unflagging impetus to a 
subtle piece of stagecraft in which near-farce and tragedy are inextricably combined. 
(842.91) 

Spanish Literature 
THE SOURCES OF CALDERON’S EL PRINCIPE CONSTANTE. 
Albert E. Sloman. Blackwell (Oxford), 15s. D8. 236 pages. Notes. Bibliography. 

Indexes. 

This book will interest all serious students of Spanish drama. Dr. Sloman tells how the 
historical Prince Fernando of Portugal, who died in captivity in Africa in 1443, 
became the type of the Christian Regulus. Calderén’s Principe Constante had as its im- 
mediate source an early play of uncertain authorship entitled La Fortuna Adversa del 
Infante Don Fernando de Portugal, which is reprinted in this volume. Dr. Sloman has 
edited this play with considerable scholarship. His comparison of the two plays is 
intelligent and critical; he shows clearly how Calderén’s rewriting produced a master- 
piece out of a piece of hack-work. (862.35) 


Persian Literature 


A MIRROR FOR PRINCES. The QABUS NAMA by Kai Ka’us Ibn 
Iskandar, Prince of Gurgan. Translated from the Persian by Reuben Levy. Cresset 
Press, 15s. D8. 287 pages. Index. 

This handsomely produced book is a skilful and eminently readable translation of a 

manual of aristocratic ethics composed in A.D. 1082 by the Persian prince Kai-Ka’s, 

of the Ziyarid dynasty whose territories flanked the southern Caspian. Though the 
author’s purpose was serious enough—the enlightenment of his beloved son—he has 
coated the pill of sage counsel with the sugar of tolerant humour and true Persian wit. 

His topics range widely, from the knowledge of God to the etiquette of wine-drinking, 

from the command of troops and knight-errantry to polo and the minstrel’s art. 

Professor Levy of Cambridge has matched admirably the racy flavour of the original 

with his own light-hearted style, cleverly concealing the erudition which his task 

required and found in him, and has added a delightful classic to the repertory of 

English translations from Eastern literature. (891.514) 


HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 


A BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF WORLD HISTORY. René Sédillot. Translated 
from the French by Gerard Hopkins. Harrap, 12s.6d. 1C8. 271 pages. Index. 


A great success in France, this book has been skilfully translated by Mr. Gerard 
Hopkins. Intended not for reference but for straightforward reading, it gives in a 
most general way the story of men, of peoples and of states from 5000 B.C. to 
A.D. 1949, concentrating attention on the principal features only. Several chapters are 
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built around a people: The Age of Greece, The Thousand Years of Rome, etc. The 
author believes that in almost every century there is one nation alone that is pre- 
ponderant in power and in culture. M. Sédillot is a distinguished French economist 
and editor of La Vie Francaise. (909) 


Geography Archaeology Travels and Description 

THE SPIRIT AND PURPOSE OF GEOGRAPHY. S. W. Wooldridge 
and W. G. East. Hutchinson, 7s.6d. C8. 176 pages. 10 maps. (Hutchinson’s University 
Library) 


Professors Wooldridge and East trace the modern development of geography from 
the early nineteenth century, when the principles of causality and the interrelation of 
geographical phenomena were firmly established, and man was recognized as an 
agent in the transformation of the environment. They argue that the geographer 
must, today, confine himself to studying the effects of man on land, rather than land 
on man. In their view, the goal of geography is the recognition and study of regions 
“as they are distinguishable in terms of physical and human criteria’. The relations of 
geography to various sciences are discussed, and the mutual benefits of co-operation 
with geography acting as a link between the natural sciences and the humanities, are 
methodically set forth. The book is addressed particularly to academic geographers. 

(910) 
WHALE HUNT. Nelson Cole Haley. Hale, 15s. D8. 319 pages. 16 line drawings. 

Endpaper map. 

The narrative of a voyage in an American whaling ship, the Charles W. Morgan, by 
her harpooner during a cruise which lasted from 1849 to 1853, the quest being the 
sperm whale of the South Seas. Very little editing has been needed, and the interest 
of the text, which is considerable, is enhanced by a series of simple drawings by a fore- 
castle artist, Robert E. Weir, who served in the Clara Hell during the same decade. 
The ship in which Haley served is still afloat, near the Marine Museum at Mystic, 
Connecticut. Haley himself survived to the opening of this century. (910.4) 


HOMER AND THE MONUMENTS. H. L. Lorimer. Macmillan, 60s. R8. 
$76 pages. 32 plates. 61 figures. Indexes. 


The Fall of Troy, recorded in the ruins of Hissalik, took place four centuries before the 
earliest possible date for the composition of the Iliad. Since the appearance of Helbig’s 
book in 1886, no comprehensive survey has been made of the monuments which may 
help to illuminate the material background presented in the Homeric epics. The 
accumulation of material since then has been vast. Miss Lorimer paid her first visits to 
the principal Homeric sites of Greece and to Troy in 1901-2 and has since revisited 
every one of them. She has travelled extensively in Greece and the Aegean to take part 
in a number of excavations and to study the evidence for the relation of Bronze Age 
Greece with the Near East. Her book is of great importance in distinguishing the 
features of earlier cultures which survive in the Iliad and the Odyssey. (913.38) 


EUROPE ON RECORD. Edward Ward and Marjorie Banks. Wingate, 10s.6d. 
D8. 191 pages. 


Two well-known B.B.C.commentators jointly recount the experiences of a journey 
in search of material for radio documentaries about European children and the various 
post-war problems. In a small car equipped with recording gear they travelled through 
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Switzerland, Italy, Austria, Czechoslovakia, Poland and Scandinavia, meeting all sorts 
and conditions of men and recording the stories and views of an infinite diversity of 
people. Although both acute and sympathetic in approach, the book does not pretend 
to be more than a lively personal chronicle of two intelligent observers. (914) 


SCOTTISH BORDER COUNTRY. F. R. Banks. Batsford, 12s.6d. D8. 
160 pages. 83 illustrations. 2 maps. Indexes. (The Face of Britain) 
This attractive volume deals with Roxburghshire, and parts of Northumberland, 
Cumberland, Berwickshire, Selkirkshire, and Dumfriesshire. This means, first and 
foremost, the “Scott country’ and the Roman Wall. Though perhaps a little inclined to 
romanticize Border raids and feuds, the author generally maintains a level judgment. 
He tells his readers what there is to see and the most expeditious way of seeing it, and 
imparts a wealth of information unobtrusively. His account of Hadrian's Wall, 
though brief, is informative, and he puts in a well-justified word for the scenic 
attractions of Northumberland. (914.14) 


OLD BANKSIDE. Grace Golden. Williams & Norgate, 15s. D8. 239 pages. 
49 illustrations by the author. Endpaper maps. Index. 


Bankside—the southern approach to London Bridge and the area westwards along the 
Thames to Blackfriars Bridge—is famous as the site of the Globe Playhouse, notorious 
for amusements consistently frowned upon by authority. Miss Golden, with a wealth 
of entertaining detail, sketches a history running from the days of Rome to those of 
the Second World War. Her approach is topographical and anecdotal. Her own 
charming illustrations enhance the stories she retells and, if her account is not that of 
the research worker, it will please all prepared to enjoy the tale of the Boro’ High 
Street, the Mint, the Clink, and Paris Garden. (914.216) 


SOUTH-EAST ENGLAND. Richard Wyndham. 2nd edition revised by 
Ronald Jessup. Batsford, 12s.6d. sD8. 127 pages. Coloured frontispiece. 98 illustra- 
tions. Endpaper maps. (The Face of Britain) 

This personal record of journeys, largely off the main roads, was first published as 

South Eastern Survey in 1940. The second edition is slightly revised. Wyndham (who 

was killed in Palestine in 1948) had clearly a deep affection for his corner of England 

(Kent, Sussex and south Surrey), and a sense of historical continuity. In this record 

he wisely neglected the big resorts and the conventional show-pieces for village 

church, farmhouse, or ‘folly’. The photographs taken by the author are a record of 

value in themselves. (914.22) 


CRADLE OF THE CLOUDS. Sudhin N. Ghose. Michael Joseph, 15s. L.Post 8. 
304 pages. Illustrations by Shrimati Arnakali E. Carlile. 


Continuing the autobiography begun in And Gazelles Leaping, this story of the author’s 
early years shows him as the “Young Scholar’ of his village about to proceed on a 
scholarship to Calcutta University. A vivid picture of Indian village life emerges from 
his youthful impressions of local worthies, the gossiping philosophic elders and the 
impact of the outside world. The main episode in the book, The Ploughing Ceremony 
to bring the rains, admirably conveys a youth’s puzzlement in adjusting himself to the 
experiences. This delightful book is much more than an autobiography. (915.4) 
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NEW ZEALAND, 1826-1827, from the French of Dumont D’Urville. The 
Wing field Press (Wellington, New Zealand) for Olive Wright, 30s. L.Post 4. 250 pages, 
Illustrations. Maps. 

The second visit of Dumont D’Urville to New Zealand, when as commander of the 

Astrolabe he carried out detailed surveys in the northern part of the South Island and 

on the East Coast of the Northern Island, is historically and scientifically the most 

important of the visits of French navigators to New Zealand. D’Urville was the most 
able and scholarly of the country’s navigator-explorers of this period and his detailed 
account from the narrative section of Volume 2 of the Voyage de L’ Astrolabe, with 
some passages from officers’ diaries, is now for the first time made fully available in 
translation by Miss Olive Wright. There is a lengthy and valuable introductory 
biographical essay on D’Urville. (919.3 t) 


THE MOUNTAINS, THE BUSH AND THE SEA. J. D. Pascoe. 
Whitcombe & Tombs (Christchurch, New Zealand), 22s.6d. L.Post 4. 8 pages. 96 plates. 


A series of excellent photographs, mainly of New Zealand mountains and bush by one 
of the country’s leading mountaineers and photographers. Part of the sequence depicts 
high country sheep station life and the pastoral hills of the sea coast. The plates are 
skilfully arranged to emphasize contrast or similarity of scene. Some portraits are 
included. (919.31) 


LAND OF MIRAGE. The Story of Men, Cattle and Camels on the Birdsville 
Track. George Farwell. Cassell (Melbourne, Australia), 15s. D8. 230 pages. 29 illus- 
trations. Endpaper map. 

Mr. Farwell, well-known traveller, author and critic, set out from Marree, South 

Australia, in company with two aboriginal trackers and a policeman whose patrol 

area covers four thousand square miles. He travelled by camel-drawn buggy and 

motor-truck, and on horseback, over the three hundred miles of the Birdsville track 
into the “corner country’ of Queensland. Australia’s so-called *dead-heart’, frequently 

a terrible country in which life for the sparse population of colourful cattlemen and 

aborigines is very hard, has a fascination which in Land of Mirage is skilfully conveyed to 


the reader by means of factual description, history and anecdote. (919.42) 


Biography 
ROBERT BLATCHFORD. Portrait of an Englishman. Laurence T hompson. 


Gollancz, 16s. D8. 250 pages. Index. 


As the son of Blatchford’s lifelong partner, Alexander M. Thompson, the author writes 
from personal knowledge, and has been able to draw upon unpublished letters. He 
gives a full account of Blatchford’s private and political life, including the circum- 
stances which led him to found The Clarion, the organ which was to become so 
powerful an influence in the founding of the British Labour Party. (920.5) 


MY FIRST EIGHTY YEARS. Helen M. Wilson. Paul’s Book Arcade (Hamilton, 
New Zealand), 12s.6d. R8. 241 pages. Illustrations. 


The account, by a woman of character, humour and courage, of her childhood and 
youth in a New Zealand small town, and the later trials of bush settlement in the North 
Island. The book depicts graphically and skilfully the nature and fortunes of the men 
and women who undertook the clearing and settlement of heavily forested country 
during New Zealand’s secondary period of pioneering at the end of the nineteenth 
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century. The social strata and tensions of the sheep country town, the labour and com- 


pensa tions of tree felling and burning are clearly described. Mrs. Wilson is the widow 
of a former Member of Parliament and was ane arly leader in work for the welfare of 
country women. (920.7) 


THE ESSENTIAL T. E. LAWRENCE. Selected, with a Preface, by David 
Garnett. Cape, 12s.6d. L.Post 8. 328 pages. Index. 
T. E. Lawrence (1888-1935) became, as ‘Lawrence of Arabia’ an almost legendary 
figure in his military and political exploits in Arabia in the hentai War. David 
Garnett has revealed the essential Lawrence by quoting from the recollections and 
opinions of Lawrence’s friends and by giving, ieenteaiale extracts from his 
writings. His early archaeological enthusiasms are seen leading to his knowledge of 
and interest in the Near East where his great mental gifts and unique personality found 
expression in the exploits recorded in The Seven Pillars of Wisdom. In his direct and 
powerful style Lawrence is made to tell his own great story. (923.242) 


BISMARCK. C. Grant Robertson. Constable, 10s.6d. D8. $32 pages. Portrait. 
Bibliogr: phy y. Index. (Constable Lives) 

This study of Bism: -_ the man and of his statecraft (first published in 1918) is usually 

regarded as a standard biography, and it possesses literary qualities of a high order. Sir 

Charles Grant Robertson, iaaat Vice-Chancellor of Birmingham University, is 

leading British historian. rae tos 


TWO FRE pene N. Pierre Laval and Charles de Gaulle. David Thomson. 
Cresset Press, 12s.6d. D8. 256 pages. Index. 
An important exponent of French politics and history here presents an interim 
judgment on two controversial personalities whose characters and actions have had a 
dominating influence on French affairs during the past decade. It is shown how in the 
early careers of the two men might be read the signs of their later divergent responses 
to France’s hour of crisis in June 1940, and Dr. Thomson suggests that Laval and de 
Gaulle personify the extremes of attitude by which French life has been kept at tension 
for several generations. Further, the contrasts between the pacifist materialist Laval 
and the militant nationalist de Gaulle are recognizable elements in the human forces 
stirring today in the Fourth Republic. (923.244) 


A SAILOR’S ODYSSEY. The Autobiography of Admiral of the Fleet Viscount 
Cunningham. Hutchinson, 21s. M8. 716 pages. 46 photographs. 16 maps. Index. 
Admiral Cunningham was Commander-in-Chief, British Mediterranean Fleet and 
later First Sea Lord during the Second World War. Beginning with his early career 
and the First World War, he proceeds to a detailed account of the naval war from 1939 
to 1945. Among the high lights of this important contribution to the historical records 
of the war are: the British attack on the French squadron at Oran; the battles of 
Calabria, Taranto and Matapan; the convoys to Malta; and the Navy’s part in support- 
ing the Army in Libya, Greece, Crete, North Africa and Italy. As First Sea Lord he was 
present at Casablanca, Teheran, Quebec and Yalta, and he gives new and illuminating 
views of these ci mnference S. (923. $42) 


THE RIDDLE OF MACARTHUR. Japan, Korea and the Far East. John 
Gunther. Hamish Hamilton, 12s.6d. D8. 232 pages. Index. 

This is a limited biography of General MacArthur since he became Supreme Com- 

mander for the Allied Powers in the Far East at the end of the Second World War. 

The author had ample opportunity to form his own conclusions about how far the 

MacArthur of fact differs from the MacArthur of legend. Further, he had an audience 
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with the Emperor and Empress and met all kinds of Japanese. His studies of the reforms 
introduced by the Americans and his examination of recent events in Japan and Korea 
are interesting and valuable. (923.573) 


ALBERT SCHWEITZER: HIS WORK AND HIS PHILOSOPHY. 
Oskar Kraus. Translated from the German by E. G. McCalman. Reprint. Black, 
8s.6d. D8. 86 pages. Portrait. Bibliography. 

Albert Schweitzer was born in Alsace in 1875, and is now a medical missionary in 

West Africa. The late Professor Kraus was concerned in discovering the incentives that 

made a versatile and accomplished scholar and musician leave the centres of European 

culture and devote himself to what has proved to be one of the greatest modern 
humanitarian undertakings. The author has examined Schweitzer’s writings and 
religious and philosophical views to elicit the principles that decided his course of 
action. Although the author did not agree with Schweitzer’s theological and philo- 
sophical conclusions his greatness is portrayed with fairness and unconditional 
admiration. An impressive study of a great personality. First published in England in 
1944. (926.1) 


AN IRISH PORTRAIT. The Autobiography of Paul Henry. Batsford, 15s. M8. 
128 pages. Frontispiece and 7 other plates in colour. 4 charcoal drawings. Index. 
Paul Henry is best known for his luminous paintings of the west of Ireland. He makes 
it, on canvas, a land of enchantment and in this book of informal reminiscences, which 
covers early years in Paris learning his job, and grimmer days in London trying to earn 
a living, he builds up a portrait of himself which is, in its quiet way, delightful. Henry 
returns always with pleasure to the West, in paint or print, and his very revealing 
charcoal portrait-drawings explain with more eloquence than words at least one of 
the reasons. (927.5) 


REGENCY PORTRAIT PAINTER. The Life of Sir Thomas Lawrence, P.R.A. 
Douglas Goldring. Macdonald, 21s. 360 pages. 46 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 
This vivid life of Sir Thomas Lawrence (1769-1830), President of the Royal Academy, 
London, and celebrated portrait painter of many leading figures of Regency England, 
is written with zest, skill and sympathy. Lawrence’s charm of manner, his family back- 
ground, carly success and mature achievement are well treated. The most original part 
of the book is the author’s defence of Lawrence’s paintings against the now fashionable 
charges of shallowness and vulgarity. The plates emphasize how closcly his portraits 
reflect ‘as in a looking-glass a cross-section of English society in the age in which 
Lawrence lived’. Mr. Goldring is an authority on art and architecture of the period. 
(927.592) 
THE LETTERS OF EZRA POUND, 1907-1941. Edited by D. D. Paige. 
Faber, 25s. D8. 464 pages. Index. 
In its racy informality, vigour and brusque changes of mood, the epistolary style of 
Ezra Pound is nearer to Byron’s than to any other poet’s. In every other respect it is 
unique. From 1909 to 1921 Pound lived in London and the letters of this period give a 
most valuable account of the arts in England during those years. In 1922 he moved 
to Paris and in 1923 settled in Italy. During the 1930’s at Rapallo his correspondence 
took on ‘Napoleonic proportions’ and he began to keep a file of carbon copies of his 
letters. His correspondence is not concerned with either his own or his friends’ private 
lives but with the health of the arts. To this cause Pound devoted his life with the zeal 
of a Savonarola. His best letters are, therefore, not those to such old friends as James 
Joyce, Wyndham Lewis or T. S. Eliot, but to young people whom he wished to 
inspire with his own concern for the arts. (928.115) 


$10 








TWO QUIET LIVES. David Cecil. Constable, 10s.6d. D8. 206 pages. (Constable 
Lives) 
Lord David Cecil reconstructs the quiet life of Dorothy Osborne (1627-95) from her 
letters written to William Temple, when, for two years before their marriage in 1655, 
family opposition resulted in a harassing period of separation. The letters, themselves 
an unstudied literary achievement in their skill and charm, throw light on contem- 
porary affairs, portray a secluded aristocratic life and circle, and tell a poignant yet 
restrained love story. The poet Thomas Gray (1716-71) is the subject of the second 
quict life. The author shows the early influences contributing to Gray’s seclusion, but 
achieves a masterly effect by contrasting Gray, shy, scholarly and suspicious of life, 
with his friend HoraceWalpole, a typical eighteenth-century man-of-the-world. Lord 
David Cecil could not have chosen two better quiet lives for exercising his own scholar- 
ship with grace and skill. First published 1948. (928.2) 


TENNYSON. Aspects of his Life, Character and Poetry. Harold Nicolson. 
Reprint. Constable, 10s.6d. D8. 319 pages. Index. (Constable Lives) 


First published in 1923, and now reprinted from the second edition of 1925, this study 
of the great Victorian Poet Laureate shows some signs of having been written during a 
period when the ‘debunking’ of our fathers’ idols was the most popular of English 
literary pastimes. But Mr. Nicolson was even then too mature a writer to follow a 
fashion uncritically. The book is not only witty, it is fully documented, carefully 
pondered, shrewd in its assessment of character,circumstance and literary craftsmanship, 
and if Mr. Nicolson ranks the poet rather lower than posterity seems likely to do, this 
estimate of him has nevertheless a permanent value. It has also the wide culture, the 
insight, and the urbane and civilized charm of style which have made Mr. Nicolson one 
of the very best of living commentators on life and letters. (928.21) 


TROLLOPE: A COMMENTARY. Michael Sadleir. Constable, 8s.6d. C8. 
435 pages. 4 illustrations. 3 maps of Barsetshire. Bibliography. Index. (Constable 
Lives) 

A welcome reprint of the revised edition (1945) of this standard biography of the 

Victorian novelist Anthony Trollope (1815-82). It includes critical considerations 

of most of his works, and is prefaced by a short life of his novelist-mother, Frances 

Trollope. Mr. Sadleir is not only the foremost living authority on Trollope, he is 

well known as novelist, bibliographer, reviewer and publisher. (928.23) 


EAN RACINE. A Critical Biography. Geoffrey Brereton. Cassell, 22s.6d. D8. 
graphy ) 
374 pages. 9 iHustrations. Bibliography. Index. 


A valuable scholarly work. Dr. Brereton has gone to the factual sources, maintaining 
a stern impartiality towards Racinian ‘legends’, and prudence in the use of ‘Keys’. 
Racine’s Jansenism is put into its proper perspective, with particular value in the con- 
sideration of Phédre. Against the admirably drawn background of the Court and con- 
temporary society there emerges the essential Racine: supreme artist, of indomitable 
spirit and great suppleness of mind. For each play Dr. Brereton offers illuminating 
and persuasive appreciation. He makes many suggestive comparisons and we could 
wish the final chapter ‘Racine’s Originality’ to have been longer. (928.424) 
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Greece 


A HISTORY OF GREECE to the death of Alexander the Great. J. B. Bury. 
3rd edition, revised by Russell Meiggs. Macmillan, 16s. C8. 968 pages. 192 illustra- 
tions. 25 maps. Index. 


Since the last edition of this work in 1913 excavation and discussion have advanced 
considerably our understanding of mainland Greece before the coming of the Dorians, 
and the appropriate sections here have now been rewritten, incorporating where 
possible the late Professor Bury’s material in a revised setting. There is also wide- 
spread revision in the other chapters. The emphasis in the new notes has been concen- 
trated on the ancient sources. Several changes have also been made in the illustrations. 
Mr. Meiggs has tried to preserve the individual character of Bury’s work and particu- 
larly to make no change in scale or emphasis. (938) 


World War I 


COAL. W. H. B. Court. H.M. Stationery Office, 21s. sR8. 434 pages. Index. (History 
of the Second World War. United Kingdom Civil Series) 


The author, who is Professor of Economic History in the University of Birmingham, 
wrote this book by official invitation and was given free access to government records, 
but with the purpose of producing an independent and critical study. He describes the 
history of British coal supplies between 1939 and 1945. He explains how wartime 
administration led to Government control of the coal industry, and examines the 
successes and failures of that control. For the rest, he discusses the influence of the war 
upon the many persons connected with the industry; he investigates the use of man- 
power, capital equipment, materials and managerial ability, and considers the relations 
between coal production and distribution and the main structure of the British war 


economy. (940.534205) 


SCIENTISTS AT WAR. Wilfrid Eggleton. Oxford University Press (Toronto, 
Canada), $3.50. D8. 291 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 


This book on the part played by scientists in modern warfare shows that wartime 
scientific research in Canada was mainly mobilized and directed by the National Re- 
search Council; the story of the growth of this organization forms the core of the book. 
The author describes in separate chapters Canada’s achievements in the development 
of the proximity fuse, radar, and in atomic energy research, etc. The pooling by the 
Allies of their scientific discoveries and the impetus that the war gave to Canadian 
research facilities, which are now aiding her peacetime industry, are among the other 
topics dealt with. The appropriate photographs and the presentation of difficult 
material in plain language are praiseworthy features of this interesting book. 
(940.537105) 
THE GREAT ESCAPE. Paul Brickhill. Faber, 10s.6d. L.Post 8. 263 pages. 
16 photographs. 7 line drawings. 
An Australian airman during the Second World War tells the story of the mass break- 
out from the German prison camp, Stalag Luft III. In a tiny compound six hundred 
Allied airmen worked for a year under the strictest secrecy on three great tunnels. 
These were hundreds of feet long, with underground railways, workshops and air 
pumping stations, and deep enough to avoid German sound detectors. The author, 
fortunately for himself, was not one of the seventy-six who succeeded in escaping; 
of these, forty-one were brutally murdered by the Gestapo. No work of fiction could 
surpass this story for bravery, adventure and thrilling excitement. (940.547243) 


$12 








THE TUNNEL. Eric Williams. Collins, 10s.6d. L.Post 8. 255 pages. 


The author of The Wooden Horse gives here a more detailed picture of life as a prisoner 
of war in Germany during the Second World War. There is plenty of escapology in 
this book, but its real purpose is to explore the emotional and mental effects of 
captivity, which are presented with candour and sensibility. (940.547243) 


FORTRESS TOBRUK. Jan Yindrich. Benn, 8s.6d. C8. 214 pages. 13 illustra- 
tions. Map. 


This personal story of a war correspondent in North Africa during the Second World 
War tells of the siege of Tobruk in April and May 1941, when the victorious Panzer 
divisions of Rommel were brought to a halt. The garrison consisted of a young Austra- 
lian division and the seasoned British 7th Armoured Division. The author gives a clear 
picture of the day-to-day life in the fortress from a widely selected range of incidents. 
The book is a useful contribution to the more personal aspect of the campaign in North 
Africa. (940.548142) 


Britain 

THE IDEAS AND IDEALS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE. Sir Ernest 
Barker. 2nd edition. Cambridge University Press, 5s. IF8. 179 pages. Index. 

This edition of a little book based upon lectures given in Cambridge in 1940 has been 

revised and brought up to date, the chapter on India in particular being extended to 

cover recent changes. This is a considered statement by an academic historian, of the 


historical role of empires, and of the guiding political conceptions concerning the 
British Empire in the past, and today. (942) 


CLARENDON: POLITICS, HISTORY AND RELIGION, 1640-1660. 
B. H. G. Wormald. Cambridge University Press, 25s. D8. 346 pages. Index. 

This study reviews the period covered by Lord Clarendon’s The History of the Rebellion 

and Civil Wars in England (1702-4) and tries to discover the ideas of this politician and 

historian as they unfolded in relation to events. It asks and answers the question: what 

was the attitude of Edward Hyde, Earl of Clarendon (1609-74), before the Civil 

War and how was it modified later? The author’s interpretation reverses the traditional 


idea that Clarendon changed his politics. A valuable contribution to the reassessment 
of Clarendon. (942.06) 


A HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH PEOPLE IN THE NINETEENTH 
CENTURY. Vol. IV: VICTORIAN YEARS, 1841-1895. Elie Halévy. 
With a supplementary section by R. B. McCallum. Translated from the French by 
E. I. Watkin. Benn, 21s. D8. 515 pages. Portrait. Index. 


Halévy did not write his famous history in chronological sequence nor did he live to 
complete it. He dealt first with the period 1815-41, and then wrote the epilogue, 
covering the years 1895-1915. He began to bridge the gap in what proved to be his 
last work, The Age of Peel and Cobden (1842-52), which was first published in England 
in 1948 and which is contained in Volume IV of this new edition of the entire history. 
Mr. McCallum has contributed an essay dealing with the years 1852-95, to link the 
volume with those to follow. There is a full chronological table for 1851-95. Peel, 
Cobden, Disraeli and Gladstone are the dominant politicians here; the chapters on 
social history (which are unfinished) contain a discerning one on religious beliefs. 
(942.081) 
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THE FORTIES. A Period Piece. Alan Ross. Weidenfeld & Nicholson, 21s. Dg. 
110 pages. 236 illustrations. 


Mr. Ross, known principally as a poet, has written an evocative summary of the last 
decade in Britain, its momentous events and daily trivialities, its personalities and shift- 
ing background of ordinary people, its art, drama, literature and fashion and, lastly 
and most skilfully, its emotional fluctuations. The well-produced photographs, many 
of them significantly contrasted, emphasize the diversity of trends which the author 
analyses and interprets for those who would know something of Britain in those years 
and for those who would see their own experience in a wider context. (942.084) 


Syria 

HISTORY OF SYRIA INCLUDING LEBANON AND PALESTINE. 
Philip K. Hitti. Macmillan, 42s. M8. 776 pages. 87 plates (some in colour). 21 illus- 
trations of coins. 27 maps. Index. 


The Professor of Semitic Literature at Princeton University, U.S.A., is well known 
for his History of the Arabs. After introductory chapters dealing with geography, geo- 
logy and prehistory, the ancient Semitic period is sketched, emphasizing the Phoeni- 
cians and Hebrews with their interrelations with Egypt, Babylonia and Assyria. 
Part III concerns the Greco-Roman period and treats of the Scleucid kingdom and the 
rise of Christianity. Part IV discusses Islam, the Umayyad caliphate in Damascus and 
the contributions of the Arabs to Western thought. Part V is concerned with Syria 
under the Ottoman Turks (1516-1918), and the last chapter surveys the contemporary 
scene. There is no work comparable with this large volume, which is excellently illus- 
trated and is particularly valuable in featuring social and cultural life in different 
periods. The material has been drawn with great scholarship from both primary and 
secondary sources in the many local languages. (956.9) 


South Africa 


THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH AFRICA. Sarah Gertrude Millin. Constable, 
20s. D8. 336 pages. Endpaper maps. Index. 


Based on an earlier work, The South Africans (first published in 1926 and revised in 
1934), this book is divided into two parts—the first an account of the country, its 
history and politics; the second an analysis of the races which make up the people. She 
distinguishes six—Africaners, English, Jews, Indians, the half-castes and the Africans. 
This is the most valuable part, since a realization of the complicated race situation and 
the different characteristics and objectives of each, is an elementary necessity for any 
grasp of South African politics. (968) 


Antarctic 
THE ANTARCTIC PROBLEM. E. W. Hunter Christie. Allen & Unwin, 
25s. M8. 336 pages. 24 illustrations. 5 maps. Bibliography. Index. 

In view of recent international] disputes concerning this sub-continent, this historical 
and political study is a timely production. The author devotes the second part of the 
book to the causes of the present dispute, and he presents the British case for possession 
of certain areas as well as arguments in favour of the Argentine and Chile. The latter 
is claimed to be the first presentation in the English language. (999) 
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FICTION 


General 
ONE GREEN BOTTLE. Elizabeth Coxhead. Faber, 10s.6d. C8. 281 pages. 


Miss Coxhead succeeds in making an entertaining story out of an honest study of class 
distinctions in Britain. The scene is a youth hostel frequented by rock climbers in 
North Wales where people from various levels of society mix in the equality of their 
sport. The heroine, a ‘pick-up girl’ from the Birkenhead slums, becomes an expert 
climber, and through the discipline of mountaineering learns to discipline herself. 
Plot and incident are skilfully managed to make a tale that has pace and excitement 
and good character-drawing. 


A DOG’S HEAD. Jean Dutourd. Translated from the French by Robin Chancellor. 
Lehmann, 8s.6d. 1C8. 143 pages. (Modern European Library) 


A very sophisticated, tersely written fairy-tale for adults concerning a man who was 
born with a dog’s head, but who is otherwise normal. He suffers at school from sadistic 
joking and bully ing, but eventually triumphs; finds the army intolerable; leads a sec- 
saw life of success ond failure in business and love; and finally declines to an animal 
existence while working as a gamekeeper. Amusing and sprightly , there is, beneath 
the gaicty, a satirical and savage indictment of the fear and hatred with which the 
complacent majority persecutes and outlaws any departure from what it considers 
orthodoxy é 


RANDALL AND THE RIVER OF TIME. C. S. Forester. Michael Joseph, 
10s.6d. C8. 320 pages. 


Randall first appears as a young lieutenant in the First World War. By making a cer- 
tain choice he escapes death in a German raid and from this point on we are shown 
how his career—which includes an unfortunate marriage, the beginnings of prosperity 
as an inventor, a trial for manslaughter—is determined by such secmingly chance 
decisions. Mr. Forester suggests that some fatalistic power directs the individual’s 
choice of alternatives—and he therefore provides, in the implicit ‘philosophy’ of this 
engrossing but unpretentious tale, a sort of Existentialism for Everyman. 


BEETLE’S CAREER. Ronald Fraser. Cape, 8s.6d. C8. 160 pages. 


Beetle is an ungainly, unlikeable nuclear physicist—a brilliant mind but without 


humanity—who invents a camera which can photograph the essence of a personality, 
and a little weapon which has curative powers but, also, such lethal potentialities that 
its possessor could destroy or dominate the world. Fraser brings to this somewhat 
commonplace theme all his individual grace of style—the polished prose, the light 
wit, the touch of poctry, beneath which lies a deep seriousness. Intelligent readers will 
indeed follow Beetle’s career with delight—and a mounting apprehension. 


TALES FROM HOFFMANN. Translated by various hands. Edited, with an 
Introduction, by J. M. Cohen. With illustrations by Gavarni. The Bodley Head, 
16s. IC8. 315 pages. 

E. T. A. Hoffmann (1776-1822) had an immense success in his day and later 

noticeably influenced Poe, Kafka, and Rainer Maria Rilke, besides providing subject- 

matter for an investigation by Freud. His stories effectively combine romanticism of 
the fantastic macabre kind with an everyday realism that is meticulous in its rendering 
of detail. These five tales: The Golden Pot, The Sandman, Mlle de Scuderi, The Story of 

Krespel, and The Deed of Entail, are the first to appear in English for over fifty years. 

The translations, with one exception, are of nineteenth-century origin. 
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THE MESH. Lucie Marchal. Translated from the French by Virgilia Peterson. 
Heinemann, 10s.6d. C8. 234 pages. 


With this novel, her first, Mme Marchal won the Prix des Lettres Frangaises in 1948. It 
is a most effective, incisive portrayal of a family being slowly corrupted by a woman’s 
thwarted creative energy. Denied other outlets for self-expression, she exercises her 
power—mistaking it for love—on her two children, with the result that they live 
through her and at the same time resent their dependence. The family is a mesh from 
which there is no escape. The novel is set in modern Brussels, and the atmosphere of 
domestic and urban life is vividly created. 


MISS HARRIET and Other Stories. Guy de Maupassant. Translated from the 
French by H. N. P. Sloman. Penguin Books, 2s. sC8. 256 pages. Paper bound. (Penguin 
Classics) 


Guy de Maupassant (1850-93) had a wide range as a short-story writer and his 
versatility is well displayed here: there are the nouvelles, Miss Harriet and The Legacy; 
the short amusing anecdotes, Monsieur Parent and The Question of Latin; and horror 
stories such as Who Knows? and The Withered Hand reminiscent of Poe. In all there are 
fifteen stories, making a valuable and varied collection. Mr. Sloman’s introduction is 
mostly biographical, but it also contains useful brief comments on the stories. His 
translation combines accuracy with readability. 


CONJUGAL LOVE. Albert Moravia. Translated from the Italian by Angus 
Davidson. Secker & Warburg, 7s.6d. C8. 152 pages. 

Moravia’s distinguished short novel is a discursive exploration of married love and of 
the problem of artistic creation, written at high tension. The narrator is a wealthy 
dilettante passionately in love with his wife, and with an equal urge to produce a 
masterpiece. He dare not live without his wife; by living with her his energy to write 
is dissipated. As he composes his autobiographical story, “Conjugal Love’, in the 
Tuscan villa to which the couple have repaired, the pattern (skilfully wrought) of 
emotion and events reveals to this somewhat precious egotist how little he knows of 
his own nature or of the true character of his wife. 


THE FOOLISH VIRGIN. Margaret Penn. Cape, 10s.6d. IC8. 253 pages. 


The story of Hilda Winstanley, begun in Manchester Fourteen Miles, is here continued. 
The time is 1910, and Hilda, an orphan brought up by working-class foster-parents in 
the north of England, goes to join prosperous middle-class relations in London. This 
family is ‘advanced’ in matters of religion, art, and politics, and Hilda—socially and 
mentally unsophisticated—commits a succession of blunders in the process of adapta- 
tion to her new station in life. This process is described by Miss Penn with a sympathy 
and humour that reveal a shrewd understanding of the subtle as well as the obvious 
differences between provincial and metropolitan manners. 


THE HOUSE IN THE VALLEY. Patric Shone. Cape, 1os.6d. 1C8. 256 pages. 


A boy of seven deserted by his mother and left alone by the death of his lorry-driver 
father, is rescued from a London slum and taken to live in his grandparents’ country 
home. The Mortimers, impoverished but preserving the values of their former pros- 
perity, live a life of somewhat eccentric seclusion that would seem to have no place in 
it for a small boy. They do their best, however, these decaying and reality-evading 
people, to adapt themselves to the child and he, in return, gradually learns to settle 
down in new surroundings. As well as having a sense of humour and of the bizarre, 
Mr. Shone can portray both youth and age with tender insight. 
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THE GREEN HUNTSMAN. Being the First Book of LUCIEN LEUWEN. 
Stendhal. Translated from the French by H. L. R. Edwards. Lehmann, 10s.6d. 1C8. 
318 pages. 

Henri Beyle (1783-1842), better known as Stendhal, is gradually being ranked among 
the greatest of French novelists, and this excellent translation of Lucien Leuwen is a 
welcome addition to the small stock of his works available in English. It is an unrevised 
and posthumous novel in two parts, and the first, The Green Huntsman, deals with 
Lieutenant Leuwen’s youthful adventures in the garrison-town of Nancy, and his 
ill-fated love affair with Madame de Chasteller. His return to Parisian life and politics 
is the subject of the second book, The Telegraph, which is to follow. Stendhal’s brilliant 
analysis of provincial society, his expert handling of the passions, his wit, economy, 
and sensibility, none the less than his own experience of military and political life, 
combine to make this a masterpiece. 


Crime, Detection and Mystery 

MISS SILVER COMES TO STAY. Patricia Wentworth. Hodder & Stoughton, 
gs.6d. C8. 252 pages. 

The heir to a considerable property returns to his native village and to an unpleasant 

death. The elderly Miss Silver, governess turned detective, is powerless to prevent 

another murder but she does lead the police to the criminal. An enjoyable blend of 

mystery and romance, showing a competent grasp of character and atmosphere. 


Reprints 


A HOUSE AND ITS HEAD. I. Compton-Burnett. Reprint. Eyre & Spottis- 
woode, 10s.6d. C8. 278 pages. 


This story of middle-class English domestic life (first published 1935) is a ruthless 
probing into the interrelations of the members of a family in the apparently prosperous 
and stable 1880's. The story is told almost entirely in dialogue and its dramatic passions 
are all the more startling for being revealed in such polite conversation. In fact, Miss 
Compton-Burnett employs her stylized and witty dialogue as a precision instrument: 
with it she deftly discloses the truth that is hidden by appearances. 


NOVEL ON YELLOW PAPER. Stevie Smith. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 


216 pages. Paper bound. 


When this eccentricity (scarcely a novel) first appeared in 1936 it was hailed as unique. 
In it Miss Smith, thinly disguised as Pompey Casmilus, a Londonsecretary, puts down, 
it seems, anything that comes into her head in an equivocally naive, conversational 
manner. In turn gay, morbid, witty, very absurd or very wise, she rattles on about 
people, parties, love affairs, life or literature. Pompey, so passionate, so neurotic, so 
amazingly well-informed, seldom fails to surprise or stimulate. 


THE WAVES. Virginia Woolf. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 256 pages. Paper bound. 


This richly poetic work (1931) is Virginia Woolf’s most important novel in so far as 
it evinces her technical innovations in their purest form. She reveals the lives of six 
people from childhood to middle age without narration or direct description—we 
learn of events entirely from the characters themselves, who describe their ideas, their 
sensations, and their impressions of each other in a series of monologues. Every state- 
ment about place and character is subjective, the world and its people exist only in 
thought—all is fluid, conditional, incomplete; reality is created over and over again 
by persons and is different with the difference in persons. 


$17 








BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 


Fiction 


THE HOUSE AT KILMARTIN. Ann Bridge. Evans Bros., 8s.6d. ICs. 
255 pages. 6 illustrations by C. W. Bacon. 
In the beautiful Western Highlands of Scotland the three Gilston children spend a 
happy and practical summer holiday, sailing, shooting and fishing. One of them 
discovers an old Celtic chapel long lost to sight, and through her friendship with the 
lonely son of their landlord a family misunderstanding is put right. The children are 
real and the grown-ups have their place in the children’s lives. Ann Bridge is well 
known as a novelist; this is her first book for children and should appeal ‘to young 
people of eleven to fourteen. 


FIRST YEAR UP. D. W. Hackman. Dent, 8s.6d. C8. 208 pages. Line drawings 
by W. A. Sillince. : 
Girls of fourteen upwards who may be thinking of teaching as a career, and others 
who are curious to know how a teacher is trained, will like this cheerful account of life 
in an English training college for women teachers, describing the daily routine, work, 
leisure activities and character of its occupants and following, in particular, the pro- 

gress of three first-year students who become firm friends. 


FELL FARM HOLIDAY. Marjorie Lloyd. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 160 pages. 
Map. Illustrations. Paper bound. (Puffin Story Books) 

Five children, whose ages range from eight to fifteen, spend a holiday near Winder- 

mere in the Lake District with a farmer and his wife. They bird-watch, explore the 

hills, and try their first rock climb. They are self-reliant children who enjoy simple 

pleasures, and their adventures are credible and interesting. For boys and girls from ten 

to twelve years. 


THE SCARLET PIMPERNEL. Baroness Orczy. Brockhampton Press, 6s. C8. 
224 pages. Illustrations by Leo Bates. 

Older boys and girls will welcome this reprint of Baroness Orczy’s famous novel 

about a daredevil Englishman who smuggles victims of the French Revolution out of 

France and whose beautiful French wife unwittingly endangers his life. The romance 

will appeal to girls, the adventure to boys. 


AMAZON ADVENTURE. Willard Price. Cape, 9s. D8. 256 pages. Drawings 

and coloured frontispiece by Pat Marriott. Endpaper map. 
Two boys set out for the Amazon with their father to collect live animals for Zoos. 
Circumstances force them to continue their journey alone in constant peril from head- 
hunters, the river and wild animals. All their courage and ingenuity is needed to get 
them back to civilization with their captured animals. The background of a savage 
country is well suggested and there is much interesting detail about the wild life of the 
Amazon. The book—for boys of twelve to fourteen—is based on the author’s personal 
experiences as a traveller. 


MOUNTAIN HOLIDAY. Margaret West. Museum Press, 6s. C8. 238 pages. 
Coloured frontispiece. 

Four children enjoying a holiday in the Welsh mountains come to the rescue of a 

mysterious hunted boy and deliver two criminals into the hands of the police. There is 

interest and excitement in plenty here for children of eleven to fifteen. 
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THE BINKLEBYS AT HOME. Ursula Moray Williams. Harrap, 5s. IC8. 
116 pages. Coloured frontispiece and drawings in text by the author. 


An amusing story for the eight-year-olds about Mr. and Mrs. Binkleby whose ten 
children all get whooping cough. The parents try many ways to cure them—they are 
taken up to the top of the local gasometer, spend a day in the country, and are even 
smuggled aboard a stratosphere cruiser. The author understands the child mind, and 
has written a very human book full of kindly people. 


Non-Fiction 

WONDER BOOK OF SCIENCE. sth edition. Ward Lock, 12s.6d. C4. 256 
pages. 9 coloured illustrations and many photographs and diagrams. (Wonder Book 
Series) 


A popular miscellany of signed articles by experts on science, astronomy, physics, 
geology, physiology and zoology. 


THE MIND AT WORK AND PLAY. Sir Frederic Bartlett. Allen & Unwin, 
12s.6d. D8. 143 pages. Frontispiece. 32 illustrations (including diagrams and draw- 
ings). Index. 

The Christmas lectures for young people given at the Royal Institute in 1948 and deal- 

ing with Experimental Psychology. Professor Bartlett has provided many simple 

experiments (all of which have some practical application) on such things as move- 
ment, measurement, the learning of skills, remembering and thinking. There is sound 


common sense in this intriguing book, which will appeal to intelligent youngsters 
from fourteen upwards. 


MODERN WORLD BOOK OF SHIPS. Raymond Blackburn. Sampson 


Low, 9s.6d. L.Post 4. 160 pages. 8 coloured illustrations and many photographs. 
Index. 


A book for any boy who is interested in ships. It includes information on such subjects 
as the building of a liner, the stowing of cargo, the Royal Navy and the Merchant 
Navy, science at sea and rescue methods. 


LIVING PICTURES. John Maddison. ANIMALS ON THE FARM. 
Eileen Mayo. ZOO BIRDS. David Seth Smith. Penguin Books, 2s. each. 
7k X 8% inches. 30 pages each. Illustrations (some in colour). Paper bound. (Puffin 
Picture Books) 

These gay picture books, with brief explanatory text, give a lively sketch of their 

subjects, the last two for children from seven to ten years and the first for older 

children. Living Pictures explains how a cinema film is made, and Zoo Birds describes 
birds from all over the world that can be seen in the London Zoo. 
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